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Of the Preſent 


PERSECUTION 3 


S.C oO I L 4 N.D 


| | I'N SEVERAL 


LET TERS. 


LONDON: 
Printed for S. Gok, © 1690. 


Good Chriſtan Reader. 
Y the help of a very little Natural Logick, thou mayſs 
eaſily obſerve how far ſome Mens + 2 Pretences 
are out-done by their Atons ; their Principles (to which they 
ought to ſtand in the Opinion of their great Maſter Hobbs) 
exceeded and bafled by their Praftice, ſince thoſe very Per- 
ſons who lately Addreſſed for Liberty of Conſcience, in words 
full of flattery, do now Mſurp, Tyrannize over others, and 
deprive them not only of their freedom in Religious con- 
cernments,but of their Poſſeſſions ; md (that no Barbarity 
may be omitted,) even” of their precious Lives, only for ad- 
 bering to that Holy Dofrine which was once delivered to the 
Saints, and often eſtabliſhed by ſundry Laws in that Kingdom. 

And it will be no hard matter, after the peruſal of the 
following Sheets, to perceive the vaſt difference between an 
Engliſh and @ Scotch Perſecution, (as ſome call it) how 
gently and orderly the Church of England proceeded againſt 
the Diſſenters, in compariſon of the Kirk ;} who by their 
Clubs and Batoons ; have come near to, if not outdone the 
mercileſs fury of French Dragooning: 

And here it may be worthy remark, how . dangerous it is 
for the beſt Conſtituted Eſtabliſhed Government tacomive at, 
not to ſay encourage, the profane Vulgar in. their Riots. 4 
number of wild Beaſts, let looſe, have as much ConduF, leſs 
Malice, and cannot do half the Miſchief : The noiſe of the 
Waves, the raging of the Sea, may as ſoon be tilled, as the 
madneſs of the People;3t is a Work only for a power Almighty : 
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To the READER. 
that 'pany. headed-Beaſt ought to be «carefully locked after, 


* and watched. 


But further, methinks, it” is alſo very clear by the ſub. | 


ſequent Traft, that in ſome parts of the World there are a 
company of | Reſolute Chriſtians, that dare lay down their 
Lives for the Truth of thoſe Doffrmes which they have for- 


| merly Taught ; and that in thoſe places there may be a large” 


Hiſtory written, nbt only of the Dorine, but real Pratice 


of Paſſrve Obedience, in the Sufferings of thoſe Men, who - 


contrary to. the new Maxims of Government, pay Obedience 
where they can have no Proteftion, S. 
© And now Chriſtian good Reader, if thou ſhalt be convinced 

of the werity of theſe foregomg deduftions, by the ſubſequent 
undenyable Truths ; Thave but one thing to requeſt from thee, 
amd that is no mote than what thy Profeſſion will oblige and 
command thee : I mean to put on Bowels of Mercy and Compaſſi- 
on to the Poor, Afifted, Diſtreſſed, to help them as much as thou 
art able with thy Subſtance, and toextend that Charity which 
is already gone over the Alps, and hath aſſiſted the Prote- 
ſftants in;France; Hungary, and Piedmont, to thy Neigh- 


bouring Bretbrey, and of thy Communion im Scotland : and if 


thy Circumſtances are too mean to aſſiſt them with thy Purſe, 


be ſure to let thim have thy Charity for their Sufferings, in 
thy hearty Prayers for a happy and ſudden Deliverance fr 
thoſe, who ſo Cruelly, and Deſpightfully uſe them. 

| | | Farewel. 
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_ The Fitrſt LETTER. 


My Lord, 


Some inſtance of my duty to your Lordſhip may be juſtly expeFed, 
though at this diſtance, and nene” 1 think more ſeaſonable and 

: proper from- this place, than the preſent condition of the Church 

of Scotland ; which rhough your Lordſhip may more - fully un- 

derſtand from ſome other better able to give it, yet that conſide- - 


W-: 


Ea ratiow is no apology for my ſilence, in ſo Important an Afair ; 
ard this uſe at leaſt will be made of my attempt, to teſtifie to” 
4 your Lordſhip, how ready I ſhall be to give an account of other 
Tranſa&tions not fo well known at London. - 
4 HE Charch of Scotland is at this ttme under the Claw of an 
of . inraged [Lion ; Epiltopacy aboliſhed, and its Revenues alie- 
nated, the Clergy routed, ſome by a form of Sentence, and others 


by violence and popular fury ; their Perſons and Families abuſed, 
nd their Houſes ranſack'd, their Gowns torn to pieces, with many other 
ſp injuries and indignities done them, which I forbear naming, that I 
\may not Martyr your Lordſhips patience by the bare recital of them. 

208 | My Poſt in de Army as it has carried me unto many places of 
wh | this Kingdom, fo it has given me as many opportunities to ſes and 
lament their condition. | | 
ote- The occaſion of all theſe diſaſters, is the prevailing ſtrength of 
1gh- the Cameremian Party, a FaRign here taking its name from one 

FF} | Cameron formerly their Leaderg and who was Nlain in his Rebellion : 
They are a fort of rigid Presbyterians, or rather Fifth Monarchy- ; 
v6} - men ; valuing neither K. Wiliam nor K. Fames, any further, than 
- inf] «5thele Princes|happen to pleaſe them ;. ſome deligning Heads in 
? Þ} the Council and Parliament, have made uſe of thoſe Mens hands 
fron _ to. bring their e&hds about, whoſe. weakneſs otherways was too diſ- 
cernable. From theſe diſorders they repreſent abroad the inclina- 
tion of the People to the Presbyterian Government, and alledge 
the Popular Zeal ; when it is highly ſuſpected they ace only tumults 
b of their own njaking, ocherways upon the Complaints and Peti- 
tions of mjur'd Perſons, redreſs might be obtained, which however 
they are ſo far from, char after ſuch remouſttances they fare the 

| B K worle, 
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ſons, ſcrened their Miniſters 


(2) 
worſe, and have this aggravation to their miſeries 5 that they 

are. unpitied by thoſe who ought to prote&t them : Nay now . 
at laſt: the Goverament it ſelf is become a Party againſt them ; 

and where | before ond PLOSnnToge and well affected Pei- 

rom the Diſſenters Barbarity ; now 

they ſuffer by a form of Law, Acts of Council, and are them- 

felves reputed Malignants, and ſuffer as a diſcontented Factious 

People. 

{pr yet the Church Party, both for number and quality 
was predominant in this Nation : The Nobles and Gentry are 
generally Epiſcopal , and. ſo the People eſpecially Northward , 
where to my own knowledge they are ſo well affeted, that ir 
would be no hard task to bring them , Cultui & Ritibris cum 
Anglis Communibns ſubſcribere, as Buchanan (aith the Ancient Scor: 
did when they ſtood in fear of the French, and defired England's 
affiſtance againſt them ; my frequent reading of our Service , 
and Preaching in their Churches to the Audicortes ſatisfaction , 
the Careſſes of the Gentry, and reſpe& of the ordinary People, 
whenever I met them, infers ſo much, and plainly diſcovers that 
they neither abhorred me nor my way of Religion. At Perth I 
was readily, admitted 4nto the Church and Pulpit , though the 
Magiſtrates refuſed the) ſame favor to the Lord Cardroſs a Privy 
Counſellor , and the Lord Argyle in behalf of two Cameronian 
Preachers; and though the former of theſe, forced his way thi- 
ther upon one Sunday, yet the Lord Provoſt was better provided 
againſt another, and took the ſame method, I mean the ſtrength 
of the City to oppoſe and baffle the Latter 5; and when it was 
urg'd by both theſe Lords , that that liberty they defired , was 
granted to| me ſome Sundays before, The Magiſtrates excus'd 
themſelves with an -order to that purpoſe from Sir Fohy Lanier. 
Even at - Edinburgh it ſelf, the Faction was ſo weak , that they 
were forced to ſend privately to the Weſt for afliſtance, before 
they durſt attempt any violence nin the regular Clergy : But 
the College of Juſtice being informed of their coming, Armed 
themſelves and their Friends, and ſo were ſecured both they and 
their. Miniſters , until an order was obtained for laying down 
their Arms again ; Indeed at Glaſgow the Faction 15 ſtronger, 
and this Town may be ſaid to be the warmeſt neſt of -the Ca- 
meronians, and yet to my knowledge, the moſt conſiderable, and 
Perſons of the beſt quality. are very well affeted, and would pre- 


vail; were it not for the afliſtance of the Mouncainers which the 


Mabg- 
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Malignants, have _ſometimes brought privately into the Town to 
aſſault and oyerawe the others. But then it is a wonder the adver- 
ſary ſucceeded fo well, and that they have got to ſuch an aſcendancy 
as to ruin the 'Church; if it be ſuppoſed that the Church was Fd 


. trong to have a&ed in her own ſafety, yet it is not to be much 


admir'd at, if this be conſidered: That in the beginning of this re- 


-volution ; the Epiſcopal Party in Scotland, not knowing. at that 


time how far things would go, judg'd it ſafeſt for them to keep at 


' a diftance, and having a deep impreflion of their Allegiance to 


King James, they appeared a little too- tender and vnconcernedin 
the Election of Members for the Convention. By which means 


the diſcontented and Presbyterian Party, as they are in themſelves 


always very active, fo upon this occaſion they became. more nu- 


merous, and carryed it againſt thoſe few Gentlemen, that ſhewed' 
themſelves for the Church and old Conſtitution. The firſt inſtance - 


and diſcovery of their new ſtrength, was their carrying the Vote for 


the Committee about controverted Elections; a point not ob-. ' 


tained with difficulty, as the Convention was then compoſed; and 
the conſequence was, that'no Epiſcopal Gentlemen ſhould be ad- 
mitted 1n caſe of a competition , let the number of EleRQors in 
Shire or Borough be never ſo unequal : Nay many were allowed 
to be Members of that Convention, who were uncapable to fit by 
the moſt Ancient Laws of the Kingdom, either in. Convention or 
Parliament ; and eſpecially ſuch as were not infeoft in | their 
Eſtates, of which inſtances might be given. The Epiſcopal Party 
finding this, moſt of the Nobility withdrew themſelves: both from 
Convention and Parliament, and if my Lord Dundee had lived 


(who was a great Patron of this Clergy) none doubts but that he -- 


had changed-the whole State of Afﬀeairs in-this Nation : And hay- 


ing mentioned that Gentlemans name; I inſert one word concern- 


ing the troubles of which he ſeemed to þe the. whole occalion in 


this Country, but did no more I think than what a great many. 


others would haye done, onthe ſame reaſon of ſelf Preſervation.” 


It appears then, that in the beginning he fat in the Convention, 


and intended fo to do, till he heard of a deſign on. Foot, to: Aſſal- - 
finate his Perſon, he complained of this to the Convention, and” 
defired their: Protetion: But no'notice was taken of it, he repeat- 


ed his complaints, and offered to prove the atrempt # and declar- 


ed, that without the afliſtance of their Authority, he held it: not _ 


ſafe to attend any longer. Butall this to no purpoſe; the only an» 
{wer he had, was, that his INKnc*#: would be no great loſs 
2 » '@ 
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to-themz hereupon he withdrew himſelf to the Mountains, and 
- being a Perſon of great Spirit and good Condua, he was reſolved . 
' not only to defend himſelf, but call them alſo to an account, whom 


he found ſo much incenſed and ſet againſt him, and it is generally 


believed*here, he would have gone no further. —— But enough . 


of this. 


The only means, My Lord, © remed all this 1s the lGdiaton: : 


of thys Parliament, and then it 1s not to be doubted, but the Epi: 


- copal Party will ſhew their own ſtrength, and concern themſelves 


more in a new Ele&tion, then they did jn that before ; for their eyes 
ais now ſufficiently opened, and they ſee, though ſomewhat late, 
their former omiſlion 'and miſtake ;* but withal ſee no poflibility 
eo retrieve themſelves, it this Parliament continue. Indeed they 
wonder, that His Majeſty: can be very fond of keeping it a foot, 
fince they have taken away ſo eminent a. Branch of his Preroga- 
tive; as to deny him a Sovereign Intereſt here, in what is debata- 
ble in Parliament, they wonder that His Majeſty is not ſenſible, 
how little they value the promoting of his Service, that notwith- 
ſtanding the great neceſſity of his Aﬀairs, they have not thought 
fir to give him a penny: They wonder how the Presbytery of the 
Church can ſute Monarchy in the State, and that one Ruler ſhould 
give. incouragement to the ſetting up of many ; they wonder how 
it comes to pals, that the Clergy of Scotland ſhould be by a form of 
Law turn'd gut of their Benefices, for not praying for King //ilians 
and Queen Mary in termins, when the Intruders themſelves, as 
I have obſeryed, refuſe to do it in their Uſurped Pulpits, and it 1s 
equally ſtrange, that even theſe Gentlemen that-have -complyed in 
that. particular, and in reading the Proclamation, are notwithſtand- 


10g difmiſt their charges by ſome other Libel, or in caſe any be 


wanting to ſet the Rabble to work to out them. So that ſe::ng no 
Obedience can ſecure them, but that they are deRt;n'd tor {ec::nces 
to thoſe wild People; this 1s the reaſon, why as vet they have made 
no addreſs to the King, nor think themſelves encourrged to &o it, 
fince their inveterate and 1mplacable Enemies have His Majeſtics 
ears ſo much, as to make fuch an attempt of no effe& ro' them 2 


+ And, My Lord, they alſo wonder, that the Chuich of England 


endeayours not to. interpole, and n »ve the King to pity chem! in 
their preſent calamity; ev the violent Party in Scorland will cer- 
tainly infiame the diſcontented in England, for they are {worn by 
their Covenant, to reform England upon their raodel ;- and to 
purge the Neighbour-land from Popery and Superſtition. My Lord, 


{ have 
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I have. had the honour and happineſs to converſe with the Clergy- 
' hereof the firſt form, and I find them very -reverend, and as = 
as I can judge very learned and judicious Gentlemen, . they are ex- 
ceedingly wronged by the Faction, when they are called ignarans 
and ſcandalous ;/it's an unjuſt calumny to ſay they would have be- 
trayed the Laws, which were made for the defence and ſecurity of 
the Proteſtant Religion ; when all the Biſhops of Scotland, two ex-' 
cepted,were unanimous againſt the repeal of the Penal Laws againſt 
the Papiſts in My Lord Murray's Parliament 1685. And as great is 
the popular miſtake concerning the Biſhops Revenues, which they 
will have to be one Arbitrary Stipend from the Crown, which makes 
them precarious and- ſubſervient to the Princes Will ; whereas their. 
Incomes are as independent in that reſpeR, as the Biſhopricks of 
England, and have their ſeveral Localities, as they are here called, 
or Tythes and Mannors to ſupport them : Theſe and the like obje- 
Rions againſt them and the regular Clergy, are only inventions to - 
countenance. ſome Mens reſolutions right or wrong to ruin them; 
and indeed that they, are fo reſolyed not .only againſt the Biſhops, 
but all the Epiſcopal Clergy, 1s evident from hence, that . notwith- 

| ſtanding they have thoſe qualifications, which are even now requi- 
f fite for the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, as praying for the King, 
. Oc. Yer ſome other objection is rais'd againit them, and this 
now is a very influencing one, that if all the reſt of the Parifhbe 
Church People, and well diſpoſed to their Miniſter, and but one. 
ſingle Diſſenter among them, ir 15 a ſufficient reaſon to eje& and 
deprive him, how, induſtrious ſoever the others are to continue him 4 
with them ; as 1n the inſtances of the Miniſters of - Mouſegard, Col- 
lingtoune, Kirkneatoun, and Kirkliftoune, not to mention ſeveral hun- 
dreds, that have been routed by the Rabble, and. yet are never re- 
ſtor'd to the purpole, nor have. opportunity to ſhew whether they. 
will comply or no. | D 


My Lord, if the perfe& knowledge of-theſe things has made ſome 
impreſſion on me, it's ,no wonder upon the account -of common 
Chriſtianity. I am forry for the diſtreſs.of this Church , and in' 
compaſſion to it, I with I were able to contribute any ways to the re- 
lief and recovery of it. This 1s_all I can-do in order to that, to: 
give your Lordſhip the beft account I can of her preſent circum- ' 

ances; and what hopes ſhe has in proſpe& upon the Diffoluton 
of this Parhament. | Boy 

What Intereſt your Lordſhip has -with-- Their Majeſtics, is a 

__ thing: 


0 
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- thing well underſtood ; here T bumbly recommend the Matte | 73 
ro: your Lordſhip; I beg pardon for this interruption” given your | 
Eerdſhip, | by one who defires at all times to ſhew, himſelf, though Þ 

he may fail in the manner of it. tc, | 


My Lord, 
Tour Lordſhips Moſt Obediems. 
| Cur ate and Servant 


Glaſgow OFob. 12+ wn — 89. 


POST-SCRIPT. 


We are haſtening to the Sea-fide, to be tranſported into Ire- 
Jand, an expedition no way ſuited to a Man of my conſtitution, 
_= I ſubmit to my Lot and humbly intreat your Lordſhip to con- 
der me. | 


A— 


'The Second LET TER. 
S-I R, | 
n__ yours of the date, &c. Wherein as you expreſs a mighty 
concern for the diftre{s'd Epiſcopal Clergy within chis King- 
dom ; ſo you preſcribe me'a task, which will not be ſo eafily. per- 
form'd as ye unagine : You tell me,. ſtrange Repreſentations are 
made of them by their Enenues, and diſſeminated through the whole 
Kingdom of| Englaxd; you therefore require .me to give you a juſt 
and crue account of their Preſent State and Perſecurions ; aſſuring 
me, it 15 not ſo much to ſatisfhe your curiofity, as to enable you 
or their vindication. This I ſay is a very hard task ; for to digeſt 
an account” of that Nature to purpoſe (in my opinion) would re- 


-quire the diligence of a great head, the expenſe of much rime, 
IF oy an 
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bs and a confiderable Volume ; for *cis hardly poflible to ſet'their cir- p 


cumſtances. 1m their due hght, without deducing theie Afﬀairs from 


= the very Reformation, and dipping in matcers of State all alongft, © 
— as well as of Eccleſiaſtical Concern ; ſo cloſely have the two in- 
*rereſts bee. ſtill linked together in chis' Kingdom : Without that; - 

- ; Strangers will never underſtand ſufficiently, excher our Confſticution; © 


or- the Grounds on. which the Clergy: have been obliged to gs in 
many tranla&tions : Neither will they be able co perceive how un- 


' juſt and calumnious the Repreſentations be, which are made by 


4 
1, 
1- 


their Adverſaries; nor how partial they are-in their accounts, nor 


how carefully they take all chings bythe wrong handle ; induſtriouſly: 
preſenting. the dark h1de of things to the World, [where there is any. 
1ntricacy ; and many times blackening'even thar' which is truly fair 
and beautiful, when it makes for their purpoſe, | , 
Such-a work-as that, I am hopeful, ya may ſee ere long; for EF 


have good reaſon- to believe, ſome abler Pen than mine will be: + 


imployed that way by and by:: And therefore, I was once inclined. 


- to have referred you intirely to it: But calling to;mind_again,'what 


earneſtnels'ye expreſs, tohave if it were but ſome overly notice of 


- our Caſe; and withal conſidering, that herein you may be-gratified . 


without prejudice to that more tull and large account: And like-- - 
wiſe, that perhaps a preſent account (though never ſo ſhort and. 


\ _ rude) may have its -proper. uſefalnels ; I. have prevailed with -my- 


ſelf, to caſt together what follows, I will uſe as few words as I: 
can, and 
Method ; bur I hope your goodneſs will pardon that; upon my pro-. 
miling to tell you nothing, but what can be made appear. to be. 
true, beyond all contradiction. 


I take my Riſe from the Death, of that Great Prince King, 


' Charles II. He left this Church of Scorland in more -peaceful cons. 


dition, then it had been of a long time before; it was united to a 
very deſirable degree : Generally. all Sco:chmen were of one Com- 


- munion ; for. thaſe of the Popiſh perſwafion were ſcarcely one to 


| 500. The Quakers were not one to 1099. The Presbyterians a good. 
ime before, were divided into. two Sz&s, one (but by far the i, 


mal-.- 
ler) was againſt all Indulgences given by the King; the. other had. 
taken the liberty, . which he had ſeveral times granted, but was.then-- 
retracted. This Party had tor the moſt part returned to the Churches: 
Unity; their Preachers were generally become our'Hearers, attend-. 
ed duely our Publick Afizmblies, and'many participated of che lame. 


Sacraments with us. There were no ſeparate Meetings kept (86 


rhaps I ſhall. not be careful to obſerve exact Order and. | 


BEES if 

leaſt publickly, ) but very rarely, and only” by that other Party, 
now commonly known by the name of Cameroniexs , from one 
* Mr. Richard Cameron, who (being ſometimes School-maſter at Falk- 
land, and turn'd out of that imployment for inſufficiency.) betook 
himſelf to the' trade of Field Preaching, became wonderfully admi- 
red of the giddy Mulcitude, was killed at laſt in open Rebellion, at 
Airds-moſs, and ſo commenced Martyr Anno 1680. 

-This is that Party with whom cheſe ſharp Methods were taken, 
Which are complain'd of in the P. of O. his Declaration for the 
Kingdom of Scotland; and hugely aggravated by the Paper called 
the Scorch Inquiſition. But had his Highneſs known their pra- 
ices; Chow. they (by "their Manifeſto's,) rejeted K. C. as their 
Sovereign, made many Declarations of War againſt him, Excomi- 
: municated him, and ( when they had opportunity )* Murthered 
thoſe, who (in their Stations according to their duty,)) any ways 
ſupported his Government, eſpecially Biſhops, Miniſters, and Sol- 
diers ;* pretending it was done in a juſt War, and they had Com- 
miſſion from'King Feſws for it, &c.) I donbt he would never have 
made-the treatment they met with a grievance: And if the World 
knew'it (as perhaps it may, ſooner or later) certainly it would have 
but a very mean opinion of the Author of that moſt ſcurrilous - 
Pamphlet : I only ſaid their Pra&ices, for all Presbyterians (at leſt 
in Scotland, as will appear in the Sequele) have really the ſame 
Principles : The only {bſtantial difference 1s, the Cameronians are 

the more ingenuous Party ; the reſt the more ſubtle. Theſe own 

[their Principles when they think it ſeaſonable 3 thoſe, (like the 

:honeſter Men) upon all occaſions ; By” theſe Cameronians (1 ſay) 

 Conventicles were only then kept; and they were condemned for 
« it by the reſt of the Presbyterians, who at that time (in'pretence 

at leaſt) had fallen in love with Moderation. 

When King Fames came to the Throne, Monmouth in England, 
and Argyle in Scotland (you know). raiſed a formidable Rebellion. 
Argyle gave out his Manifeſto's, and made many ſpecious pretences, 
"Oc. .it appeared he was earneſt to have had the Presbyterians joyn 
with him ; but his Conditions did not pleaſe the Cameronians ; and 
the reſt continued ſtill as formerly in the Kings ana' Churches Peace. 
_. This madeusall hopeful, they had once reſolved ſeriouſly never to 

divide any. more, and weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt, by rending 

the Church in pieces: But it ſeems they went then on other Prin- 

Ciples. > They. Have Argyle's attempt deſperate, and their Party ! 
aweak, and they had ſmarted lately for Enterpriſes of. that na- - 


eure ; 


: | 
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ture ; therefore they found it convenient to wait a fitter oppor- 
tunity, ; | | ; 

When that Rebellion was quaſht, King Fames, being a Roman 
Catholick, turn'd ſerious to have ſome eale granted to thoſe of his: 
own perſwaſion ; ſo the buſineſs of the Penal Statutes came to be 
manag'd :-For this end, 41t was reſolved the Parliament ſhould meet, 
and before it fate, ſeveral Perſons of Greateſt Note within the - 
Kingdom were called up to London ; the Duke of Hamilton, Sir 
George ys (the Greateſt Lawyer in the Kingdom) then Preſj- 
dent of the Seffion, &c. Their errand was to concert Matters, and 
make way for the King's inclinations in that particular : Amongſt 
the reſt, the Arch-biſhop-of St. Andrews, and the then Biſhop of 
Edinburgh, now Archbiſhop of Glaſgow : They made a condeſcen- 
fion too, which afterwards was very 'much talked of; but I can aſ: 
ſure you Sir, it was nothing ſo odious in it ſelf, as it was repreſent- 
ed to be: Ihave ſeen'it and conſidered it, it did not go the length 
(by far) of Penſionary Fagels Letter ;z and to tell the truth freely, 
ſo far as I can comprehend things, they had great reaſon to go 16 
far as they went; and I doubt not it ſhall be ſometimes publiſhed 

to the World, and fully vindicated. But I go on. at 
The Parliament met ; all the Members were qualified accordin 
to Law, they took the Teſt, &c. But the Court-deſigns prevail 
not ; the Penal Statutes were till kept on foot. by that Epiſcopal” - 
Parliament (pardon the Phraſe, 'tis ordinary in this Kingdom) and 
ſome of the Biſhops too were active in the matter. This, to let - 
you ſee whether the Epiſcopal Party in this Kingdom can be ſaid 
to be inclin'd for Popery. | 

This diſappointment irritated his Majeſty ; wherefore, the next 
great ſtep was, the ſuſpending, ſtopping , and diſabling all the 
Laws againſt Diſſenters, and granting a Toleration;to Chriſtians of 
all Perſwafions. This was done by publick Proclamation ; the 
firſt Edition was dated Feb, 12. 168%, The Presbyterians, as much 
as any Men, ſtood amaz'd at the Diſpenſing Power at firſt, and 
{eem'd' to ſee clearly the ill conſequences of a breach in that jun- 
ure. This themſelves frankly confeſs'd at the beginning ; and I 
know it was | therefore once very near to a general reſolution a- 

' mongſt them, never to take the benefit of it': This all know, 

'. that for ſome Months after the publication of it, no conſiderable 

—_— was made ; they ſtill continued in the fame Communion 
with us. | 

Ye will eaſily believe (I think) 7 grated the Popiſh rug 4 

or 
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for they ſaw evidently, if the Unity of our Church was not broken , 
their Intereſts would advance but very {lowly ; ſo pains were taken 


with the Presbyterians to make them ſeparate. .And becauſe per-+- * 


haps they might ſcruple at the Oath contained 1n the firſt Edition 
of the Toleration, a ſecond Edition, without that Oath, was . ob- 
tained and publiſhed. Whether the Arguments which were made uſe 
of to engage them, prevailed with them ; or by that time, the (e- 
cond Edition came out, (which was Fune 28. 1687. ) they had 
conlidered the ſtrength of their Party, and found they would be 
able to make a Figure; or, they had then got ſecret inſtructions 
from Holland, to comply with the Diſpenſing Power, in Sublervi-* . 
. ency to the enſuing Revolution (for which I know there be very 
ſtrong preſumptions) I ſhall not readily determine. This is certain, 
they cloſed preſently with the ſecond Edition. | 
*Tis erue, they pretended the terms 1n the firſt were too grievous ; 
and that conſiderable Mitjgations were made in the ſecond ; ſo 
they could not any longer be diſobedient to the 'Divine Providence, 
(you cannot quarrel the expreflion, when ye know that according 
to their Divinity, Providential Occurrences make a - conſiderable 
_ part of the Rile of Faith and Manners) nor negle&-ſo bleſt an 
opportunity : Although 'tis evident to any who compares the two 
Proclamations, that there are no material alterations. *Tis certain 
the ſecond was deſign'd to carry on the ſame Intereſt with the firſt ; 
and it had altogether -as much of the Diſpenſing Power in it : Both 
alike required, that whoever would have the benefit of the Tole- 
aber. thonld own the King's abſolute Diſpenſing Power, by which 
it was granted ; only the Oath contained in the firſt, was left ont 
in the ſecond : But even in the firſt it was not abſolutely required ; 
for the Proclamation ſays no more, but that, inſtead of all former 
Oaths required by Law ,” That only ſhould be taken and ſworn, by 
all His Majeſties Subje&s, or ſuch of them, as he or his Privy Coun- 
cil ſhould require fo to do: And moreover it was intirely diſpenſed 
with by 'the King's Letter to his Council, dated March 31. Anno 
1687. ſo that ic can never be pretended as a reaſon, why they did not. 
ſeparate for three Months hereafter. | 
Thus the great Schiſm began amongſt us ; the Toleration was 
_ it's Parent,” and that was the Child of the Diſpenſing Power. But 
before I proceed to ſhew how it was carried on, let me remark one 
thing : It is, whatever now they may pretend, it was no ways any 
Principle of Conſcience, which made them ſeparate from us, on 
that occaſion. My Reaſons are theſe; They had lived in Commu- 
, | NOR . 
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nion with us, for ſome years before the firſt Edition of the Tole- 
ration :; They continued ſo, even for ſome Months after that Edi- 
tion, Viz. till they got the ſecond; at leaſt very .few broke off in 
that interim. While they lived in Communion with us, they ac- 
knowledged their Conſciences allowed them ; indeed, what ſort of 
Chriſtians had they been, if it had not been ſo ? Many (I can 
find their Names if I be put to it) thanked God, that they were 
reconciled to. us, and frequently proteſted all the World ſhould 
never again engage them in the Schiſm. Nay ſome of the ableſt 
of their Preachers, (within a very few Weeks before they embraced 
the Toleration) ſaid to ſome of the Regular Clergy, they ſhould 
never do it ; they were reſolved never to Preach more in their life 
time. Further yet, ſome of them, even after the ſecond Edition, 4 
continued for a long time reſolved never to engage in it; and it 
coſt their Brethren much pains, before they could overcome that 
Reſolution : yea they tell us, to this very day, if they were'depriv- 
ed of their Liberty, they could return to us again. Can there be 
clearer Evidences for any thing, than theſe are, that it was not 
Conſcience, but ſome ather Intereſt, that involved them in ſuch a 
general Apoſtacy from one of the greateſt Concerns of Chriſtia- 
nity, the Unity of the Church? Indeed, how couldever Conſcience 
be pretended in the Matter ? We had not the leaſt ſinful condition © 
in our Communion : We ſtill maintain'd what themſelves, the ſame 
Articles of Faith ; we worſhipp'd Gad after the ſame manner: There 
is no imaginable difference between them and us, in the Admini- 
ſtration of Sacraments ; if the Orders of the Church of England be 
valid, fo are ours. All that was ever controverted amongſt us, 
was the point 'of Church Government ; 'tis true we uſe the Lord's 
Prayer and the Doxology , and commonly on the Creed in 
Baptiſm, which they do not ; if theſe can; juſtifie a Separation, 
we are guilty:| But 1f they can, let the World judge. And now 
theſe things being ſo, I would further ask any Manthis Queſtion ;.. 
whether, when Toy make-{uch clamours now concerning their by- 
paſt ſufferings, it can be ſaid, that ever they ſuffered for Canſc- 
ence lake ? This by the way. | 
So wasthe Schiſm circumſtanuate, as I have (aid, and being once . 
begun, it was wonderful to ſee how ſoon it came to a conſiderable 
height ; within a few Weeks, Meeting-houſes were Erected in ma- 
ny places; eſpecially in the Weſtern Shires, (the great, Neſts of 
Fanaticiſm) and the Churches were drain'd ; Altar was ſet up againſt 
Altar, and the pretended Danger - againlt the Biſhop. All arts 
: | - | were 
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were uled to increaſe their Party, and render the Regular Incum- 
bents contemprible ; People were not left to their own choice, :to 
joyn or n6t joyn with them: But all Methods of compulhon, except 
down-right force were taken to engage them; if any Man went to 
Church (whither all had gone very lately.) he was forthwith out of 
favour with. the whole Gang ; if he was an Husbandmag, his hap 
was good if his Neighbours Cattle were not fed amongſt his Corns 
in the Night time ; if he was a Tradeſman,no imployment for him ; 
if a Gentleman of an Eſtate (a Laird as we call them) his own Te- 
nants would abuſe him to his face, and threaten him twenty vio- 
lences: in ſhort, nothing was left untryed, that had the leaſt pro- 
bability of weakning our hands or ſtrengthening their own. 

On the-other hand, never a more thankful People to His Ma- 
jeſty. Addreſſes you know, were then much 1n faſhion, and none 
more forward than they 5 witneſs, That famous one entituled, To 
the King's Moſt Excellent Majgſty, The Humble Addreſs of the 
Presbyterian Miniſters, in His Majeſties Kingdom of Scorland; and 
at the foot, Subſcribed in Our Names, and in the Names of the reſt 
of the Brethren of our perſuaſion at their defire, in which Addreſs, 

They His Majeſties Moſt Loyal Subjetts, from the deep ſenſe they have 

of His Majeſties Gracious and ſurprizing favour , in not only putting 
a ſtop to their long ſad ſuffermgs for Nonconformity , but Granting 
them the Liberty, of the publick and peaceable exerciſe of their Miniſte- 
rial Funition ; as they bleſs the great God, who put it in his Royal Heart, 
fo they, do withal find themſehves bound in duty to offer their moſt 
humble and hearty thanks to His Majeſty. Then they make vaſt Prote- 
*ſtations in behalf of their Loyalty, His Majeſty is but juſt to them when 
be believes them Loyal: And by the help of God they will ſo demean 
themſelves, as His Majeſty may find cauſe rather to enlarge than dimi- 
wiſh bis favours towards them ; and they humbly beſeech , That all 
who promote any diſloyat Princi les or Pratfices (as they do diſown them) 
may b looked upon as none of theirs whatſoever name they may aſſume 
ro themſelves. | | 
And indeed for a good time, (even till they had made a good 
Party, and 'the P. of O. was coming) they continued mode- 
rate and thankful to a Miracle ; for tho by vertue of thatdame To- 
leration, ſwarms of Popiſh Prieſts were let looſe through the whole 
Kingdom, infinitely ative to gain Converts, compaſſing Sea and 
Land to make one Proſelyte,yet ſeldom ſo much as one word againſt 
Popery in any Meeting-houſe: Whether ic was that they though ic 
"3, 7-4ouy to fall oh their Brethren Fho ſtood upon the ſame bot- 
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* tom with themſelves; or they had receiv'd icamongft their Injun-'- 


Rions from the Court Party, not to meddle with theſe of the Ro- 


"man Church; or they did not underſtand the Controverſies (which - 
| ſeems the moſt probable,) and ſo found themſelves obliged rm-pru- 


dence to let them alone ; I am not concerned to determine. *Tis 
certain it was| ſo de fatto (for once to make; uſe hereof that 
term) andI have twenty times heard it confeſs'd by their conſtant 
Auditors. Nay to-this very day (though now they may make bold 
with Popery , | without the hazard of giving the preſent Court a. 
diſpleaſure, and it might be expected they ſhould do it, for very ob- 
vious Reaſons) they very rarely meddle with it. Their great work - 

35 to batter down Antichriſtian Prelacy and Malignancy, Prelacy has 
been the cauſe of all the Calamities this Nation has groaned-under, 
God knows tor how many years; King Fefws has been baniſhed, - 
the Goſpel has not been Preached in this Land theſe 27 years by- . / 
paſt. Upon my word I'm ſerious Sir, there's nothing more ordina- 
ry in their Sermons then ſuch cant; and though their Texts be com- 
monly taken trom the Old Teſtament, yet they are all pat and homes 
to the purpoſe: I could eakfily give you a great-many good notes of - 


their Prayers, as well as their Sermons ; and condeſcend upon the- - 


mpg Perſqns, &c. But perhaps ye may ſee that ſometimes done . 
y it ſalf. 

While in theſe Conventicles, Popery was fo kindly forborn; in 
our Churches theſe Controyerſies were our moſt frequent Subjeats ; - 
eſpecially in theſe places where Prieſts were ſetting up. This 1s 
well known all over the Kingdom ; ſome ſuffered, -and many were. 
terribly chreatned for it, I could give you part of their Names and 
Hiſtories if ic were needful. | | 

Such was the broken State of our Church from. Fuly 89. till Ofo- - 
ber 88, when the late great Revolution began to calt up ; and his 
Highneſs the Prince of Orange was {aid to be coming to Britain, to 
deliver us from Popery and Slavery, and reſtore our:Religion, Laws - 
and Liberties: You-know that was an extraordinary Enterpriſe ; 
Britain had not been Invafled by any Foreign Prince, for an hun- 
dred Years before. Therefore it was expettent his Highneſs ſhould - 
forecaſt, for as kindly a reception as was poſlible ; to this end he 
gave- out his Declarations for both Kingdoms, Ir ſeems that either 
his Highneſs, has been diffident of the Regular Clergy in Scotland, 
and dreaded they would not fo readily embark with him, as the 
Presbyterians were likely to do; or- he has had none, or very few - 
of the Scotch Nation then about him, but ſuch as were of that  aea 

| ſuaſton. 
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ſuaſjon; For the Declaration for the Kingdom of Scotlary, we” 


found to be purely Presbyterian : I'm confident Door Burner did 


not-Pen it ; otherwiſe the A& of- Glaſgow had not been put into + 


it 'asa Grievance : He knows very well upon what reaſons it was 
made, and if he pleaſes, -can eafily juſtihe it; neither had the Cler- 
. gy of the Weſt (for they muſt be the Men) been ſo, generally pro- 
nounced ſcandalous and ignorant : He was better acquainted with 
many of them- than ſo; I had rather think, the Dottor had never 
ſeen that Declaration until it was publiſhed. But what though he 
had ? and/for- Reaſons of State , thought fit to let it go as ic was? 


*'Tis-n20 great matter. ' As I ſaid, it was down-right Presbyterian, * 


and preſag'd no good to us: But God be thanked, it found us ge- 


nerally in good preparation for ſuffering Perſecution, for we had + 


caſt 'up our accounts before, and foreſeen that poſſibly we might 
be exposd to Tryals: though we had not much refle&ted, thar ir 
was to be'by the hands of Proteſtants. We were confirmed further 


yet in our ſuſpicions, when we found that thoſe who were engaged. 


. In the Presbycerian Intereſts, were flocking up to London,and making 
/ the moſt numerous, as well 2s active appearances about his High- 
' neſs Court; that they only had hisfear, and ſeem'd to be the ' chiet 


Perſons, who (upon His Majeſties Retwement) transferr'd the Go. * 


vernment of this Kingdom upon him. By theſe ſteps, we began 
to ſee further too into the politicks of our Brethren, and upon what 
Deſigns they had carried on the Schiſm fo vigorouſly the year before ; 
yet we nevet- dreaded that ſuch horrid Barbarities would be our lot, 
as afterwards were put in execution. And ſo 1 am introduced to 
the main part of my work, which is to give you a brief account, 
ataſte as it were of our. preſent Sufferings ; which were they repre- 
{ſented fully, and in-all their proper Colours, perhaps they would 
not obtain belief among Strangers : Nor will I make it my work 
at preſent todo it; both for that I intend brevity, and am unwilling 
to give to the World ſuch a diſguſt at my Native Country, as the 
Barbarities we met with, fully laid open, muſt needs produce in all 
thoſe, who have any ſenſe either of Chriſtianity or Humanity, In 
thor then : 4 | 

Ic pleaſed Almighty God (ro whoſe Providence it becomes us 
humbly to ſubmit in all conditions) to permit that we ſhould have 
a Tryal of the Croſs; whereof God forbid we ſhould ever be a- 
ſhamed ; and, for that end, to give us up to the maliceof our Ene- 
mies, that they might thruſt us into the furnace. For carrying on 


which Glorious Work, this was their opportunity; when-the cer- 
; can 
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tain accounts came of the Prince of Oranges's Reſolutions , to 
come into England, all our ftanding Forces were called thither : 
So that this Kingdom was left deſtitute of ſuch means as were nece(- 
ſary to ſecure the Peace, if any diſturbance ſhould happen to ariſe 


amongſt us. When that Prince Landed, King Fames being deſerted 


by his Army , and ſoon after diſown'd by his Subjects ;- was put 
ppon the neceflity of leaving Britain: And here 1n Scotland his 


Council very ſoon difloly'd, of its own accord, ſo that in effect the 


Nation was.in a manner without Government; by whoſe fault I 
am not now to inquire. Upon this His Majeſties ſudden Ab- ; 
dication, and voluntary diflolation of: his ' Council, our Brethren 
found it ſeaſonable for them to turn ſerious with us. But it was 
expedient to project how their Game | might be ſucceſsful, before 
they began to play it: Therefore a Stratagem was contrived ; a ge- 
neral Maſſacre of Proteſtants was pretended, and-alledged to be 
intended by the Papiſts. Bue how to be effectual ? Seeing their 
Numbers were ſo very few, eſpecially.on the South-{jde of the Forth, 
which was to be the chief Scene of the Tragedy ? for that, this ſalvo 
was at hand : So many Thouſands of Iriſh-men were landed in Gal- 
loway, had already burnt the Towns of Kirkhudbright all to. Aſhes, .. 
and put all to'the edge of the Sword, Young and Old, Male and 
Female, only three or four Perſons | (like Fob's Nuncio's) had eſca» 
ped ; and theſe Savages were poſting hard, to be over the whole 
Kingdom, &c. This Story flew at the rate of a Miracle; for within 
twenty four hours or ſo, it was ſpread every where through the 
greater half of the Kingdom. No body doubts now, but People 
were appointed at ſeveral Poſts, to tranſmit it every where at thar 
{ame time, for it run hke Lightfiing ; and wherever it 'went, it was 
ſo confidently aſſerted to be true, that he. was forthwith a Papiſt, 
and upon the Plat who disbeliey'd it. At firſt we all wondered what 
it might mean ; but.it was not long before we learned by the effeas, . 
what was the Politick ; for immediatly in the Weſtern Shires (where 
the Fiction was firft propagated) cumultuary Rabbles knotted, and 
went about, ſearching for Arms, every body's houſe whom they ſul- 
pected as diſaffetted to their Intereſts : The -pretext was, that the 
Country might be in a poſture of defence againſt the Triſh; but the - 
real purpoſe was that all might be made naked, who were inclinar - 
ble to retard them, in the proſecution of their deſigns upon the 
Clergy. Eſpecially they were ſure, no Miniſter ſhould have Sword 


or Piſtol (as indeed few had any) or any other Weapon, that might 


be uſeful for his defence, if an attempt ſhould be made on him. 
When . 


5 &; 36 
"When they had thus made their preparations for the work (and 

-you would wonder to hear how ſpeedily, and yet how dexteroully it 

- was done) they fell frankly to it. - 
It was on Chriſtmas day (that day which once brought good ti- 
- dings -of great joy to all People ; ) that day which once was cele- 
brated by the Court of Heaven it ſelf, and whereon they ſung, Glo- 
ry to God in the Higheſt, on Earth Peace, and good will towards 
Men : That day which the whole Chriſtian Church ever fince has 
-ſolemnized, for the greateſt Mercy that ever was ſhewn to ſinful 
Mortals ; that day I ſayit was (to the Ecernal Honour of all, eſpe. 
cially Scorch, Presbyterians) on which they began the Tragedy ; for 
ſo were matters concerted amongſt them, that upon that ſame very 
day, different Parties ſtarted out in different places, and fell upon 
the Miniſters : Particularly about five or fix of the Clock at Night, 
- Mr. Gabriel Ruſſel Miniſter at Govean, was aſſaulted by a number 
of Fellows! (moſt of them, as I am told, his own Pariſhioners, 
to whom he had ſometimes done confiderable Kindneſſes) in his 
own houſe : They beat: his Wife, his Daughter, and himſelf too, 
 ſoinhumanely, that it had almoſt endangered his life; carried off 
the Poor's Box and-other Utentils of the Church, and threatned 
peremptonily if he ſhould ever offer after that to Preach there, he 
-might afſure himſelf of more ſevere treatment. 

Fhat ſame night about Eleven of the Clock, another Party 
came to the Dwelling-houſe of Mr, Finnie Mituſter at Cathcar: ; 
he was from home himſelf: The Seaſon was not only then natu- 
rally cold, | but a moſt vehement froſt prevail 'd ; yet (behold their 
humanity ! ) they thruſt his Wife, with four or five ſmall Children 
-out of doors, about Midnight ; threw out all his furniture, and till 
-after more than half an hours intreaty) would not ſuffer the poor 
Gentlewoman with her tender Babes, to have. lodging that night, 
fo much as in the Stable, nor a Fire of her own Wall to keep the 
Young ones from the ſeverities of the Weather. The weak tender 
Children, (and no wonder, when expos'd to ſuch a rigour) almoſt 
all fick'ned thereafter : But whether any of them dyed, I know 
Not. | | | 
That ſame Night Mr. Buyd Miniſter at Carmunnock, his Family 
was as rudely treated; and in many other places; it was folemnized 
after the ſame manner. But 1 am not at this time, to give you a 
particular inventory of all the incredible Barbarities, which were 
either on that, or-many ſubſequent days committed : That would 
make this Letter hugely ſwell beyond its primary defign; for what 
work would it require co repreſent particularly How 


| 
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How they took Mr. Robert Bell Miniſter at K:/mararck, from his 
Chamber on a very froſty day, kepr him four or five hours bare. 
headed, expoſed to the Cold; cauſed his own'Sexton to tear his 
Gown 1n pieces from his Shoulders ; took the Englhſh Liturgy from 
his pocket, and burnt it with much ceremony in the Market- place; 
calling him Papiſt, and it the Maſs-book in Englifb, &c. 

How they came upon Mr. Simpſon Miniſter at Gaffown, took 
him out bare-headed allo, cauſed his Sexton carry his Morning 
Gown, tothe moſt publick place of the Village, (for he had put his 
Canonical Gowns and Caflicks out of the way, and it was nece(. 
ſary a Gown ſhould be torn ; that was an eſſential formality,) where 
they cauſed him to put it on, and then rent it in pieces. How there. 
after they carried him to a River, forced him to wade through! it, at ' 
one of the deepeſt places, then turn'd his face Northward, ſaying 
to him, get you gone to your own Country, and ſee for your life 
you never look Southward or Weſtward again, ' 

How they carried Mr. Mils Miniſter at Cawdir, his Gown, be- 
ing from home himſelf, 1n proceſlion to the Church:yard, made a 
long: harangue, concerning their Zeal for God's Glory and the 
Good Old Cauſe, 'after that a long Prayer, then: rent the Gown ; 
and concluded the ſolemnity with a volly. of ſhot, &c. Could there 
be greater diſhonour done to' Feſws Chriſ# and his Holy Religion. 
How they ſmote Mr. bite Miniſter at Balingtre, on the face with 
the butt of a Musket, for ſpeaking ta them with his Cap on, as 
they worded it, though it was in his own Houſe, and the Fellow 
that ſaid and did ſo, was a mean Pedler. How. they thruſt at his 
heart with a naked Sword ; ſo that both his Cloaths and Skin were 


_ pierced, though, ſuch was the good Providence of. God, what 


chrough the throng that was in the Room, and what through the 
diſtance the Miſcreant ſtood at, who made the thruſt, the Wound 


. was not dangerous? and how they beathis Wife moſt rudely; though 


at that time ſhe was fo big with Child, that ſhe had paſt her Reck- 
ning. : |; 

How in a mighty ſtorm of froſt and ſnow, they took Mr. Brown 
Miniſter at Kells in Galloway, then reſiding at Newtour, carried 
him to the Mercat place about four of the Clock in the Morning, 
tyed him to a Cart, ſet his face to the Weather, &«c. in which po- 
fture he had certainly died, if a poor Woman, whoſe heart it 
ſeems was made of ſofter mettal, had not caſt ſome Cloaths about 
him. | NE. 

How they came on Mr, Fravcis Rye A at Refs 

| threw 
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threw out his Wife the third day after ſhe was brought to Bed, to- 
gether with her tender Infant. = * 

- How they treated Mr. Guthrie Miniſter at Keir, in a ſtormy rain 
day, turning all-his Family and Furniture out at doors, alchoug 
three of his Children were dangerouſly 1ick, one of a Feaver, the 
- other two of the Small Pox; and how two of them dyed upon that 
. treatment, | - | 3 

How by their rudeneſfes to Mr. Skimmer Miniſter at Daly, they 
firſt frighted his Daughter , a Young Gentlewoman' Aged about 
ewenty, into a Feaver ; and then returning after five or fix days, 
while the was in the rage of it, how they turn'd her out of her Bed, 
pretending to.ſcarch for arms, though it was very well known the 
whole Country over, the good Mans genius lay never that way,and 
{o diſturbed her, that ſhe dyed raving, amongſt her laſt words re- 
peating theſe over and over, O! theſe wicked Men will Murther 
my Father. How chey contrived 'and carryed on the Tumules at 

Edinburgh and Glaſgyw. What Letters were ſent to ſome; what 
Citations in Name of the Rabble' to others, commanding them to 
remove from |\cheir Churches and Manſes under the higheſt Penal- 
ties What-work would it require, I-ſay, to digeſt all theſe and 
the like inſtances fully and aro} perhaps the World may 
ſometimes ſee it done : Bur it 1s enough for my. purpoſe at preſent, 
to tell you, that theſe were their common Methods, and by ach 
means, in a very ſhort 'time, more than ewo hundred were thruſt 
from their Churches and Dwellings. Do not think Tam impofing 
on you ; what I have affirmed can be ſo atteſted, that greater Mo- 
ral Evidence can be had-for nothing. oh | 

. When ye have read thus far, and when your ſurpriſe and firſt 
horrors are over, and, as your temper 15, you fall a pondering whac 

I have told you; I am apt to 1 wn a great many things may 

offer themſelves to your confideration ; ſuch is your humanity, 

that, I know, you will be caſting about for Topicks and Apologies 
to alleviate this heavy charge, I-am giving in againſt our Perſecu- 
tors. What? (fo may you think) certainly no applications have 
been made to thoſe in power ; for what Perſon in the World bear- 
ing the name of a Magiſtrate, would not have found himſelf obli- 

ed in credit and honour, as well as duty, to fall on ſpeedy remedies 

" ſRopping ſuch an impetuous Current of bare-faced Wickedneſs? 

Or, at moſt, they have been but pure Rabble, the ſcum and re- 

fuſe of the People, who ated theſe Barbarities; and-they have 

been fo numerous,” ſo fierce and uncontrolable at that _ ws 
| utho- . 
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Authority has been too weak for them ; for it is not poſtible that 
any of the Nobility or Gentry, and much leſs, that any of the 
Presbyterian Preachers, could allow of, or have an hand in {uch 
Villanies : Or, if theſe in Power were acquainted with ſuch things, 
and yet gaye no. protection : And if the Rabble had encourage- 
ment from any Perſons of better Quality ; you can hardly miſs to 
conclude, that theſe Clergy-men who were ſo treated, have been 
the moſt profligate. Rogues in the World ; Wretches, who deſerv'd 
to be ſwept from off the face of the earth, without pity, and with 
all che- ſolemnities of 'dilgrace and contempt ; for what elſe can be 
imagined-to. juſtifie ſuch proceedings ? Thus C1 ſay) perhaps, Sir, 
you may. reaſon ,with your ſelf, when you are poking pou refle- 
ions on what [I have: already told you : Be pleaſed therefore: co 
_ a little patience, and_conſider what I am to tell you far- 
ther. | | | 
. No ſooner did theſe outrages begin, than ſuch applications were 
made, 'as you your ſelf (Fm ſure) will judge ſufficient. Such 
the Peers of the Kingdom, as were Privy Counſellors, and had 
not gone for London were addreſſed, but they could bring us no 
reliet : Our next”Work therefore was to ſend up private accounts 
to Londen, as we had intereſt or acquaintance, with thoſe of our: 
Nobility and Gentry who were there. . But our Enemies had well 
foreſeen all that, and had their inſtruments ready to run down all 
private Letters, as the blackeſt Lies and Forgeries ; and we: were 
called all the infamous things that could be : Our deſign was to 
work miſchief, and breed diſturbances. We were Popiſhly affe- 
&ed ; and the Politick of ſuch reports was to hinder the Setcle- 
ment of. the Peace, and Eſtabliſhment of the Government : In a 
word, we were mortal Enemies to. the Prince of Orange, and all 
his Glorious Deſigns for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion, &«. 
They received Letters to the quite contrary; ſure they were, their 
Correſpondents were Men well acquainted with whatever palled ; 
and beſides, they were Men of Conſcience and undoubted Inte- - 
| grity : They would not conceal the truth, far lefs would they write 
Lies and Falſhoods; yet their accounts bore daily, that there were 
no ſuch Perſecutions of Miniſters, no Tumults, no Rabbles, &c. 
The Kingdom was in a moſt profound peace, and every Man had 
all imaginable ſecurity, eſpecially the Clergy. With ſuch bold at- 
firmations as theſe, they. perfwaded his Highneſs, on wham was 
wransferred the Government of this Kingdom , that all our ac- 
counts were maſt falſe and villanous, and he. ought not co bp- 
D 2 heve 
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lieve them ; only by them he mighe judge what-a pack we 


were, &c. | | 
-- This we were advertifed of by ſome of our Friends : Wherefore, 
to give his Highneſs convincing Evidence, if it was poflible, the 


Brethren of the Seven Presbyteries, (that you may not be ſcandali-' 


zed at the" word, be pleaſed to know that according to the confſti- 
tution of our Church ; the  Presbyters of the ſame Dioceſs, are 
commonly combined into ſeveral Confiſtories or Fraternities : 
Theſe Confiftories meet uſually once in three or four Weeks for 


"Diſcipline; leffer matters they diſpatch, and the greater they pre- 


pare for their Biſhop; and theſe Confiſtories. or Fraternities with 
ts, are commonly called Presbyteries.) of Glaſgow, Hamilton, La- 
' nerk, Air, Irwiny, Paiſley and Dumbartoun, 'on whom the Perſecu- 
- tion came firſt, and lay moſt heavily,commumicared Counſels, and 
concluded to ſend up one of their number, well inſtructed, to ac- 
quaint his Highneſs with their circumſtances. Accordingly Dr. Scor; 
| Dean of Glaſgow was ſent to London : He had with him, an hum- 
ble Petition 2 protection, to be preſented to his Highneſs, and a 
Commiſſion to himſelf to preſent it ; each of them ſubſcribed by 
twelve or fourteen hands: Beſides theſe two Papers, that the evi- 
dence might be yet more unqueſtionable, he had likewiſe particu- 
lar accounts of the injuries and violences done to the Brethren of 
theſe ſeveral Presbyteries, from their ReſpeQive Deputies, who 
met with Power to ſend him, ſubſcribed with their 'Hands ; and 
wherein they undertook to maks good what they Repreſented, up- 
on their' higheſt Perils. What more could be required to make 
- Faith? -to' make the truth of our complaints appear beyond all ex- 
ception ? Yet when the DoRor came” to London with theſe inſtru- 
ions, the good Party continned to haye the forchead to contra- 
di& all, and run him down with Notfe and Clamour. However, 
his Highneſs was convinced then, of the Weſtern Barbarmes, and 
ſeem'd willing to contribute for the protetion of the Clergy : So 
a Declaration was ordered for the preſervation of the Peace of this 


Kingdom, dated Feb. 6. 168*. And, though Dr. Store was earneſt * 


to have had ſome Clauſes put, in 1t, which had been very proper 
. and uſeful, bur could not obtain their inſertion,” it cannot be deny- 
ed, but it ſeem'd favourable to the Regular Clergy. - But-would ye 
know what ſucceſs it had ? You may learn that from the Tumult, 
which happened at Glaſgow after it's publicarion. * 

Upon the prote&ion promiſed, and the keeping of the Peace 
c&mmanded by that Deckiradea, at the deltre . of many People of 


the 
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ſon ef Glaſpow ventured to the Pulpit ; but” was forced to eſcape 


r_— 


the beſt quality within the City, tipon the 19:6 of Feb, The Pat-. 


for, his life before Sermon was ended; for inſtantly, upon notice - 


' given that Sermon was in' the Cathedral, -(by_the inſtigation of 
cheir Preachers asI am told) all the Meeting-houſes emptied, and 
forthwith went to' Arms, came to the Church, diſcharged ſeveral 
Guns through the Windows, then made open the Doors by force, 
&c. In ſumm, many were wounded, ſeveral Gentlewomen were 
ſript almoſt naked, and moſt rudely treated; but you muſt expe 
the full account' of this from ſome other hand. | 


So likewiſe Maſter Fames Litle Miniſter at Trailflat, upon the 


Authoricy. of the ſame Declaration , reſolved to have repolleſs'd -- 


himſelf of his Pulpit 5 but was exerciſed to purpoſe by a Rabble of 
Females, 'who tore not only his Coat, but his very ſhirt from him ; 
and (ſnob was their modeſty.) had well nigh done the like with his 
breeches,- had he not cryed to them oyer andoover, that it would be 
ſhame for them to look on a Naked Man, &c. _. 

So little was his Highnels's Declaration. noticed ; -and when 
it was objeted to theſe Hero's and Heroins of the. Reformation; 
their Anſwer was ready : That Declaration was but a- Sham- 

zper ; they knew his Highneſſes mind and reſolutions better than 
0; they would go on 1n their work , and take their Hazard. 


Then began we to ſee further into the Presbyterian Intrigues -. 


than we had done before; for it required.no great skill-either 
in Logick or Politicks, to conclude, that they "&. got theirinſtru- 
ions from their Agents at Loydon, to continue in their laudable 
Zeal, notwithſtanding that Declaration : Bur of- this 'more afters 
wards, In the mean time, an account of that Fumult at- Glaſgow 
was forthwith ſent to his Highneſs, by an expreſs ; Bur-no notice 


- 


was taken of itfurther, than to refer it to the Mecting of Eſtates, 


which was to fer on the. 14th of March: But before I come:.to -. 


that | 


: 
: 


' Give me leaye once more to return tothat Diclaration, and take: - 


notice of one thing* Becauſe. the Intereſts of the'Clergy -were;con- 
cerned : It is, 1's commanding all then in Arms, (except. the -Gari- 
ſons of the Fortreſſes, and aqong 4 p9a| of Foot entertain'd by the 
Town of Edinburgh) within the Kingdom, inftantly--co_ dishand ; 


and it's "diſcharging. all Perſons in time coming to take Arms; 'or 
to continue in Arms upon any pretence. whatſoever, &e. + There 
was an” Intrigue 1n this bg 5x" an 2 ye have not remarked. When 

ucceſstully in| the Weſt, gs: mY 


the wofk had gone on fo 


4 


C 
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Glaſgow, by the firft Tumule, which was there on the 17th of 74- 
»wary, the Presbyterian Party, in Edinburgh, (animaced thereto by 
their Brechrens ſucceſs and: ſolicitations ; for conſtant correſpan- 
dence was kept amongſtthem) were upon the reſolution of falling 
upon the Clergy of that City likewiſe: And that, ic might be done- 
to purpoſe,” the Weſtern Zealots were coming to the Town in 


Troops daily. This the Magiſtrates had notice of ; wherefore con-* 


fidering what Tumults had been raifed'in the City before, how un- 
fixed ths Mobile was, and how much led by Wild-fire and Hu- 
mour; and fo, being-diffident of the fidelity and forwardneſs of 
their ordinary Guards: They invited the College of Juſtice to take 
Arms, anid affiſt them in defending the Miniſters and ſecuring the 
. Peace of the City. That College (conliſting intirely of Gentle. 
men, and- Perſons of liberal and generous Education) readily com- 
plyed with the invitation, form'd themſelyes into a Regiment, and 
kept Guard for ſeveral days according to the Military Diſcipline, 
One would think there was nothing here amiſs. On the contrary, 
ic was certainly a moſt generous Aion, an undertaking becom- 
ing good Patriots,- (chus to appear againſt Tumults and Rabbles, the 
greateſt Plagues of Society, and Enemies to the peace of, Mankind) 


- 'and deſerves to be tranſmitted to Poſterity with the higheſt Enco- | 


mium's :| Yet as generous as it was, and as much of equity as it had 
' or it's fide, it *gall'd the Presbyterians exceedingly ; for thereby 
their Deſigns were diſappointed; they durſt not fall upon the Re- 
—_ Clergy : Knowing what good affeRtion theſe Gentlemen had 


or them, and that if any Tumulr ſhould ariſe, chey would undoubt- 


edly behave themſelves according to their CharaRer. Wherefore 


[PE they preſent! ſent up hideous accounts to Londen to their Correl: 


pondents,| of that matter, who (having then moſt of the Princes 
ear) caſily-gave him a wrong notion of it, and thereby got that 
Clauſe put into the Declaration. Nay Sir, ſuch a deep grudge did 
_ that behaviour of theſe Gentlemen , beget in the Fa of the 
- . Party, that. (notwithſtanding they disbanded immediatly upon the 
-bblication of that Declaration) there were defigns on Foot ſince, 
to havecalled them to'a ftri& account for it: But why do I fay it 
was deſign'd ? The Council, I think in une or Fuly laſt, actually 
appointed a Committee to try them ; and ſeveral Advocates were 
cited-ro/ appear before them, and examined concerning the mat: 
ter : But4t ſeems (whether it was for ſhame, or ſome other cauſe, 
I know not) they thought fic to let it fall; for they have not yet 

proceeded further: Yet on the other: hand, the Weſtern Rabbles 
| were 
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were never called in Queſtion ; on the bontedly, they were ſtill 
encouraged ; as you ſhall hear incontinent. Ando I return to 
The Meeting of Eſtates; you know they met an; the 14h of 


| March, and (as I ſaid) to them the troubles of rh&Clergy were 


referred : Perhaps for your making a diſtin& judgment of our AfF- 
fairs, it might be requiſite, that you ſhould have a full and juſt ac- 
count, how that Meeting was called ; how many.of the Nobility 
were abſent from if; what ſcruples the beſt and moſt judicious of 
the Gentry of the Nation had about it 5 how thin the Meetings of 
the ſmaller Barons were in many Shires, when the Conimiffioners 
were choſen ; how induſtrious the Presbyterian Party was to have 
all Members Ele&ed of their own Gang ; what methods were taken 
with the ſimpler Members, to impoſe upon them; } what partality 
was uſed in the matter of controverted EleRions ; what violences 
were threat'ned to ſome; particularly ſeveral Noblemen , - &c. 
and what ſnares were laid for them. Theſe I ſay, and twenty other 
things might perhaps be neceſſary to be punAually and particularly: 


related to you, before ye can have an exa& underſtanding how 


things went amongſt us. But-I have reſolved all alongſt to kee 
cloſe to the treatment of the Clergy : And never -to meddle with: 
the State, but ſo far as they are concerned-; and therefore if ye: 
are curious to krfow theſe things, ye muſt either. make your ap- 
RR to ſome” other Perſon, or at leaſt wait till another Oc- 
ca(1on, | | 

The firſt thing done by the Meeting, which could:comprehend 
the Clergy was an Ad that paſſed on the 16th. day of March ;- 
whereby they voted themſelves a full and lawful Meeting of the 
Eſtates; and that notwithſtanding of any thing that might be con-- 
tain'd in King James's Letter, which that day was preſented to- 


" them, they would continue undiſſolved, until they ſhould ſettle and- 
ſecure, the Proteſtant Religion , the Government, Laws and Li- 


berties of this Kingdom: This A, when it paſſed gave thoſe of: 
the ejeted Miniſters, who were then at Edinburgh, occaſion to re- 

freſh themſelves with the hopes, that preſently their Caſe would be- 
conſidered; for they were as good Proteſtants as their Neighbours ; - 


- and they had Rights and Liberties, aſſerted by Law, and which: ' 


(by contegerncy! ought to have been ſettled and ſeeured, as much- 
as the Rights and Liberties of any other Subjects: - But alas ! theſe. 
hopes laſted not long: For not only was their Caſenever fo much 
as mention'd in the Meeting for a good time; but, with no good. 
alpe& to them, upon the 28:4 of March, when ſeveral of a Bi- 
10Pps, 
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of the Nobility, and» not ,a few of the Barons and 


ſhops; many 


Burgefles had deſerted the Houle; the. thanks of the Meeting were . 
| ſame Rabble, which had turned out the Mini. - 


given to that 
ers : *'Tis erindeed, the Complement was not made them, un- 
der that ReduPlication ; -but I ſay, they were generally the ſame 


Perſons ; and that appearance they made, and for which they were. 


thanked, was as illegal, though not ſo barbarous as the other. Bue 
- though that was diſheartening enough, it-was not the} worſt on't : 
Thar wounded the poor ſufferers, but indireRly; bur the next ſtep 
-ayas downright for their Ruin. 
It was that Famous Proclamation dated April 13th. and*enticu- 
led a Proclamation againſt the: owning the Late King Fames, and 
- Commanding” Publick Prayers to. bes made for King William "and 
«Queen Mary, Famous, (amongſt many other Reaſons,) for Keep- 
ing and Turning out. of their Churches and Livings , the: Better 
as well as Greater half of the Clergy within the- Kingdom. - And 
therefore ler me give you the Hiſtory of ita little more fully. 
On the 4þ of April, the Meeting of Eſtates, by their Vote, de- 
Clared that! King Fames had forfeited the Right to the Crown, 
and the Throne Vacant. - On the 11th a Proclamation was Pub- 
liſhed, declaring Wilkaw and Mary, King and Queen of England, 
to be King and Queen of . Scor/and; But all -thns time, notwith- 
. ſtanding the Meeting had Sitten very near to a Month, the Rabble 


were as bulie as ever; and that ſame Week, had fallen on Mr. Stew- - 


art Miniſtet at Ratho. He repreſented it, and gave in his Petition 
-for Protedion, on the 13th day, being Saturday. This gave them 
occaſion to talk of the Clergy indefinitely, and of the. troubles 
- many of them had met with. But what ſhould be done. in Rela- 
tion to them ? It was moved, 'and the motion was entertain'd, that 
# Proclamation ſhould be ordered, guy theng to difown King- 
Fames; &c. and promiling Prote&ion to all that ſhould give duti- 
tul Obedience. But then another Propoſal was made, by his Grace 
the Duke of Hamilroun, Preſident of the Meeting, vis. That thoſe 
who had been thruſt from their Scations, tnighe be likewiſe com- 
prehended, *' commanded: home to their Reſpe&we Churches, and 
promiſed Protection upon their compliance. - This was vigorouſly 
oppoſed by ſeveral of the Members; particularly Sir Fames Mont- 
gomery of Skelmorly, ſaid, . that was downright to take the whole 
Weſt on theic Top ; it- would diſoblige all rhe Presbycerians ; and 
might have very fatal conſequences : Therefore the Meeting muſt 
not look fo far back; it would' be enough if Protetion were pep: 
m1 
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miſed' to thoſe who were in the actual poſſefiion and'exerciſe of 
their Miniſtry, which reaſoning prevailed; ſo it came to a Vote, 
and carried, that the Proclamation ſhould run ſo, ' as it was after- 
wards publiſhed, | 

However plain the Caſe may appear to be between. K. Fame: 
and our oegkehe: King William and Queen Mary, which was the 
main Subject of the {a1d Proclamation; yer at this time I ſhall only 
tell you what effe&s it produced upon-the Clergy. Ir diſtributed 
them (as is evident tq any who reads it) into two Claſſes : Thoſe 
who on that 13th. of April were (as it words it) preſently in the, pol- 
{eflion and. exerciſe of their' My *. and theſe who before thac 
day, had-been expell'd by the Rabble: To the former ic grants a 
Conditional, to the latter no Protetion at all, bur entirely excludes 
them from their Churches and Livings, and the benehe of the Go- 
vernment, EY te 

£11 diſpatch what I have to fay concerning theſe of the latter 
Claſs firſt, becauſe their Caſe is {> very fingular, and will make 
the diſtinteſt Figure, 'when all is ſubje&ted to one view, contra- 
&ed into one! body. I have already given you a taſte of the Vio- 
lences done them. TI have likewiſe taken notice, that you may be 
apt to impute all that was done, merely co the Mobile, and be- 
lieve, none of the Heads of the Presbyterian Party were any ways 
acceſſory to ſuch Barbarities. I have alſo infinuated ſuch Argu- 
ments already, as may convince you that you are in a miſtake, if 
ye think ſo: Particularly, the pains were taken to run down all 
Accounts that were fent to London; (to what purpoſe, if theſe A- 
gents Were not on the Plot ?) The no notice taken of the Prince's 
Declaration for keeping the Peace; but the Rabble's turning more 
inſolent after its publication; (tunaccountably ſure ;- if they had not 
their ſecret Inftrutions from cheir Correſpondents at Court, to 
go on vigorouſly, notwithſtanding that Declaration.) and the bult- 
neſs of the Colledg of Juſtice. Thefe ſeem to me to be unque- 
ſtionable Proofs, that they were the Heads, the Politicians of 
the Party, who FREE and encouraged alt the Tutnults, and 
the Perſecucions of the Clergy : They were the Projectors, and at 
the bottom of all, and the Mobile was nothing but the baſs In- 
ſtrument. | 

If it were needfu], I could give you plenty of further Arguments, 
to make it yet more clear and evident : For. (ro omit what I have 
often heard from Perſons of no contemptible Worth nor Iatell- 
gence, viz. That there were Letters ſent ow London; which gave 

C 


life to the Triſh Plor mentioned before, and firſt ſet the Rabble-in 


motion: And that the Lord Srair, now Preſident of the Seſlion, 
was one Author (as perhaps can bs made appear), I could cell you, 
that I have been aſſured by People of undoubted Credit, that they 


have heard foms. who were then very active 1n rabbling the Cler- 
gy,. confeſs ſince, that the Courſe was unchriſtian and horrid ; that 
they had never attempted 1t, if they had not. been put upon it by 


Perſons of influence ; that they were made to believe, there was. . 
no other way to introduce the Presbyterian Government; that they 
now heartily repented, they had been ſo forward ; and if it were. 
to do again, it ſhould never be done. I could tell you further, | 


- that even. after the 13th. of April, the Earl of Crawford wrote 
Letters to the Leaders of Rabbles, encouraging them to perſiſt in 
their laudable Atchievments; and this ſo very certain, that the Duke 
of Hamilicn produced! one of them in Tune or Faly laſt, before 
the Council, and put the Earl to it, and he could not deny it; and 
that it made| a great noiſe, not only at that Table, but through 


the whole Cty. | And Monroe of Towlis, one of the Members of _ 
CCl 


Parhament, ng one day a Miniſter in his Gown in the Par- 
liament-Court, pointed at him, crying, Behold Antichriſt ! Will no 
body tear the Gown from him? The Miniſter (a pretty bold Fellow) 


+ replyed, But, Sir, you are the Beaſt ! Which made the SpeRators laugh ; 


and ſo he eſcaped : For you your ſelf would have ſworn he ſpoke 
truth, had you ever ſeen, the Man. Further yet,; to this very day, 
not one Presbyterian Preacher, has ever been heard condemn theſe 
Methods from his Pulpit. On the contrary, I could name more 
than two or three, who actually approved them ; commended the 
Zeal that pur People upon them; encouraged them to proceed ; 
and 1n the new Church of ' Edinburgh (De . = the Biſhops Co- 
thedral, De |Fa#o, now. a Presbyterian Meeting Houſe ) it ſelf, 
| where now the great concourſe is of all the Nobility and Gentry, 
who follow the new Guilſes, it was told them in a Sermon, Thar 
ſuch ſhakings as theſe (it-is the very words) were the ſhakings of God, 
and without ſuch. ſhakings, hi Church was not in uſe to be ſetled. Once 


more yet ; Notwithſtanding Rabbling has been all along in faſhion, 


and continues to this moment ; and many Complaints have been 
made ; Fel never hitherto, ſo much as one Proclamation taking 
notice of it, in form, that is, bearing a Narrative to this purpoſe, 


Whereas ſuch Violences have been done, &c. never yet, I ſay, ſo much. 


as one Proclamation of that nature, never fo. much, as one Perſon 
puniſhed for ſuch Violences- On the contrary, cthe-rwo or three 
| | r Weſt- 


$ 


or” —_ a—_—_ co. a_ As 


C 27 ] 
Weſt- Country Regiments, who paſs under the name of Cameroniars, 
ſeem to have been ſent of purpoſe to quarter in the Shires of Perth 
and Angus (Where the People have ſtill been peaceable and affe- 
&ionare to their ' Miniſters) that they might perſecute the Clergy ; 
for, wherever they go they do it, and they are never diſcharged, 
nor taken any notice of, You would wonder to hear what a wild 
Pack theſe are ; I dare not (dreading Prolixicy) enter. upon a full 
- particular deſcription of them: But I cannot forbear to tell you 
one Fancy which made me laugh,” lately when I was told it: It 
was, That they will not obey their very Officers, but-when they 
pleaſe, eſpecially 1n point of Exerciſe, when they are bid do this 
or that, two days together, they will not do it for any Authority 
or Perſwaſton; and when they are challenged for it, they tell, They 
are not for ſet Forms, This by the way. By theſe things, merhinks, 
you may. ſee pretty clearly now (tho nothing more could be: ad- 
duced) who acted the Rabbles : But, in eruth, 1 needed not have 
.been at the pains of colle&ing theſe Arguments; for, ' 

By that Praclamation of the 1 3ch. of April (to which I now re-: 
turn) all the antecedent Deeds of the Rabble are clearly juſtified, 
and fair permiition, or rather treſh encouragement is given them to. 
perſevere in their courſe, The Clauſe is as plain as it is wonderful; 
theſe are the very words, And the Eſtates do probibit and diſcharge 
any Injury to be offered by any Perſon whatſoever, to any Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, either in Churches or Meeting- Houſes (tho thele Meering-Houſes 
and the Conventicles kept in them, were molt dire&ly contrary to 
Law; and the States by their forementioned A, dated March 16. 
had declared they would fit till they ſhould ſecure the Laws and Li- 
berties of this Kingdom) ho are preſently ( N.B.) in the poſſeſſion and 
exerciſe of their Miniſtry thereim: Whereby, all forcea from their 
Churches before that day, were entirely excluded the ProteQien of 
the Government. 

If you doubt that that was the ſenſe and purpoſe of the Clauſe, 
] have to produce another Proclamation, which'will make an ex- 
cellent Commentary ; it 15 that which is dated Auguft 6.1689, and 
enticuled, 4 Proclamation anent the Miniſters ; whereof the Narra- 
tive runs thus, Whereas the Eftates of the Kingdom did prohibit and 
diſcharge any Injury to be offered by any Perſon whatſoever to any Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, either in Churches or Meeting: Houſes, 2bho were then, 
viz. on the 13th. of April laſt. im poſſeſſion and exerciſe of their. Miniſtry. 
And thus in- the mandatory parey Therefore tbe Lords of thetr Majeſt ies 
Privy-Council, m' their . Majeſties\ Name and Authority do ſtriftlh __ 
it 'E % $ m8) 
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wud and charge, that 'none of the -Leidges 29ke on btnd-to: do any Vi- 

"Jence or A ting of the Mmiſters of the Geſpel; ' whether they be 

preaching im Churches:or Meeting-Houſes, avid that "all ſuch as-were 'in 
efſios and exerciſe of their Mmiftry, fince the 13th. of April laſt, be 


hi 


allowed to continue undijturbed, and that ſuch, Minifters as have bets - 


removed, diſpefſeſſed, or reſtrained, withyut a legal Sentence in the ex- 
erciſe of their Miniſtry, {ince tbe'1 3th. day of April laſt, ſhall be allowed 
to return, &c. Are you ſatisfied now ? 'But I have yet more togive 


ou. 
: It is a Paſſhge in that Addreſs, ſaid to be ſigned by the greateft 
part-of the Members of the Parliament of Scoriand, and deliver 
to his Majeſty at Hampton-Conrt, the 15th. day of O#Fober 1689. The 
words are, It « net unknown to your Majeſty what have been the ſad 
Confufions and Diſorders of this diſtreſſed \Country under Prelacy, and for 
- want of is ancient Presbyterian Government (What ſcope for com- 
menting hete ! if it were-my-prefent bulineſs ?) And now the whole 
| Weſt, and many other Parts of Scotland, are at preſent deſolate and 
deſtitute, bawing only Memmiſters (ic ſeems you own theſe Miniſters to 
be:no Miniſters 3 otherwiſe, having them, how can the 7e#, and 
theſe other Parts, be faid to be defolate and deſtitute ?)- caled npon the 
late (K. Fames's) Liberty, without awy Benefice or Living, 'or convenient 
place t0 preach in, There are a thouſand things here quereable, if 
a body wavy inclnation to be'nice; for-example, -who: knows not 
that theſe Miniſters were ſo wile as to/make ſecure Batgains with 
_ the People who calledthem, before they would ſetup their Meeting- 
Houſes:amongſt them ? Who knows not-that theſe Eight or Nine 
Months by- paſt, they have poſſe(s'd themſelves of all the Churches of 
the W#Þ, and lately of many elſewhere too? -How then can they be 
' Jaid to want convenient-places to preach in? And for what reaſon 
*canthe late Liberty be mentioned ? Was it a ſufficient or a legal Harraxt 
for the\People to call theſe Minifters, and theſe Miniſters to embrace 
fuck Calls ? 'Or nes won if f me there was _ _ Diſ- 
| Power, by conſequence: King Fames 1s myurioully treated; If 
ag. Frbng how comes that People: and heſe Mimiffters now to be 
ſo kindly deal by ? -Did they not-comply. with the Diſpen/ing Power ? 
Did they not what they Gould, by. theiffcomplyance, to aereir, and 
give iccountenance? For my part, \I'think, Reaſon would lay, they 
deſerved as well- az any, 'ro be comprehended 1n the Third Vore, 
. which'thac Addreſs mentions: \Buryou may interpret this a. Digre(- 
fon-; be it-fo :\This'I'm ſutes' bhameg (your: Tee: che 'Addreſfers: cell 
their ng, that now. The wbote Weſt: # defulate nndedeſFrente. dg” 
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o- | if he hid /anfivered, How comes ic to be'ſo? Were there nat Minj- | 
be | ters eſtabliſfd there by Law ? 'Whac'rs become of them”? * 

im | «(can you imagine) could they retirn'to that, befides' one of 

be -rwo, vis, Either again'to addreſs his Majeſty for reftoring and re- 
hs 
X- 
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poſſeſſing thoſe who had been thruſt our-? | ( an Overture, which T 
; 'readily-believe, got never footing| amongſt cherr-anclinations)- Or 
to'own+ that they juſtified what' was done to theſs Miniſters ? And 

re indeed the Air'of their Language, in'that paſſage, +mports not o 
chat, burlikewiſe, that they rake.it for granted, that their King will 
readily juſtifie all too; tho'Fam confident henetther can nor will. 

_ Would you have more yet? As on Chriſtmas day, Anno 1688. 
the Rabble firſt fell 'upon the Clergy of the We, as T have aid ; 
ſo on Chriſtmas:Eve, Amo _r689. the Council did interpoſe their 
Authority, and have diſcharged all the inferior Judges within the 
Kingdom to paſs Decreets in favors of any Miniſters who were not - 
in poſſeflion and -exerciſe.of then] Miniſtry on the 13th. day of 
April, Anno 1689. for the ſaid Years Revenue; adducing for their 
reaſon, that often mentioned A and Proclamation, inferring 
thence, - that 'no Jadicature/ can determin'in the Caſe, except a 
Parliament. | | hey | | 

Thus, | Sir,- you may briefly underſtand the ſtate of thofe Mini- 
ſters who were thruſt from their Churches by lawleſs Force and Vio- 
lence: 'Poor People! It would extort Compaſſion from any Breaſt 
not altogether Stone, to ſee'whar fad Circumſtances many.of them 
have-been in this good time by-gone; having had lictle or nothing 
ro maintain'themfelves with, and (1n many wſtances) their nu-. 
merous Families, þutthe Charicy and Benevolence of ſome. good 
Chriſtians : 'For generally our Scottiſh Benefices are but ſmall ; and 
the moſt part of the Weſtern Clergy had got little {till very lace- Fe 

-ly) of cheir Stipends for the Year 1687. and nothing of :the £688. +. 
And by what I have ſaid laſt, you may-gueſs what they may ex- 
pet'of the Year: 1689. Can any Hiſtory ſhew a Prefident for their 
Caſe 2 Were ever Chriſtian Miniſters fo treated 11a Chriſtian 
Kingdom 2? *Will this paſs with after-Ages for good Service done 

-ro the Proteſtant *Intereſt ? Bur *cis now time  -: 

To paſs over. to the other Claſs, confilting of thoſe who #l- 
caped the Hands of the Rabble, till that myfterious 13th. Jay of , 
April was over ;- They had indeed a certain ſort of ProteQtion 
promifed them by the Proclamation: But perhaps ſuch an one, 

as you ſhall hardly find irs hke under any Government ; tho. I 
'have ſet down the' Clauſe in part already; yet'I wall repeat ic 
; | aver 
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over- again fully, that you may the better -underſtand it : Hnd the 
 Eftates - do .prohibit _ and diſcharge «any Injury to be offered by any Per- 
; ir whatſomever, to any . Miniſter- of the Goſpel, either in Churches or 
"Meeting Houſes, -who-are preſently in poſſeſſion and exerciſe of their Mini- 
ſtry therein ; they bebaving ( *-B.) themſelves as becomes, under the preſent 
Government: That is,. if they ſhall read the Proclamation, and pray 
for K. Will;iam-and. Q. Mary, as King and Queen of Scotland; let no 
'Violence bedone chem: But ifthey ſhall not (be itupon whatſoever © 
'Reaſons and Neceſlities) To your Task Rabble ; you ſhall nor be 
queſtion'd for ic;. Is it not an excellent Government- ( think ye.) 
where Rabbles are conſtituted Judges, and Executors of Laws ? 
Was not thac brave protection, at a Jun&ure, when the great State(: 
men and Caſuiſts of both Nations, were making Protection and Al- 
legiance reciprocal ? Yet verily Sir, confidering the poſture of AF. 
fairs then, ino Man ( withouc doing Violence ro lis own Senſe ) 
could put a better-gloſs upon it. Nay, what 1 have ſaid, is the 
leaſt ? wx can. be colleted;z for in many Mens opinion, theſe 
words [They behaving themſelves as becomes, under. the preſent Goyern- 
ment |] were deſigned to comprehend more than Reading and Pray- 
ing, and were pur in of purpoſe to expoſe thoſe to the mercy of 
the Rabble, who (tho they ſhould abey thac Proclamation) ſhould 
at any tme thereafter, refuſe Obedience to any thing. That a 
Presbyterian Meeting, Council or Parliament, ſhould ,ena& or de- 
termin ;, certainly the words'will go ſo far eafily, and without ſtretch- 
ing ; *'Tis as certain the Rabbls herefrom'took new encouragement, 
and kept up the Perſecution as hot as ever; and for. my part I can 
ſee' no other thing-like Law for turning out ſome Miniſters after- 
wards, who had both Read and Prayed, for not 0bſerving the late 
Faſt; But of that more anon. - Such was the nature - 7 the. Pro- 
tection granted by that Proclamation: I proceed next. to as-won- 
derful efte&s. ' es Bark : | | 
It required the Miniſters within the City of Edimburgh, under 

.the pain of being deprived, and loling their Benefices, to read it 
publickly from their Pulpits, upon Sunday next, being the 14th. at 
[the end of | their Forenoons Sermon;- and the Miniſters on this 
fide of the. River of Tey, upon the 21ſt. and.thoſe be-North the 
Naid River, on the 28th. under.the Pains aforeſaid, 

| You ſee what expedition 1t required.of the Miniſters, of Edin. 
-burgh: 1t was voted and enacted in the meeting on Saturday about 
Twelve of the+Clock, it was late before it came from the. Preſs, 
it came not to their. hands cill it was much later; Some of them 


were 
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[31] |. 
wers ih, Bed before they heard of it: ſome received it not till the _ 
next morning: ſome (as I am told) never ſaw it till they were in _ 
the Pulpit. Tq be ſure,none of them had time to conſider 1t through- 
Iy, examine the great Matters contained in it, or deliberately fatisfie 
their Conſciences about it. "The ſeven Engliſh Biſhops, the year be- 
fore, by their example, had, taught the World that Miniſters were 
not to Read Proclamations fide implicita, and in a blind 'Obedience. 
The preſent Engliſh Parhament, had given. ſeveral "months to the 


| Clergy of that Kingdom to deliberate in, before Sentence wasto be 


paſt againſt them, for not:'complying with. the preſent Revolution, 
If I am not miſtaken, no Church man in England is D2prived to: * 


- this day; but you know that better than-I. Sure I am, chis our Pro-+ 


elamation contain'd things of as great Conſequence as that which 
theſe ſeven Biſhops found ſo choaking, that they rather chooſed to 


,run the” greateſt hazards, than enjoyn theic Clergy the Reading of 


it : or as that Law either, upon ths account of which ſo many of 
the Engliſh Clergy are now under Suſpenſion; yet the. Clergy of 
Edinburgh muſt Read and Pray the very next day, and upon {oſhort 
Advertiſement, or be inſtantly Deprived : nor can-the inclinations 


_ of the people be pretended for ſo quick diſpatch ; for I am told, (and 


I know. it to be (certain } that when the Gentleman who Preached 
that day in the new Church, had refuſed to Read it, -and the, 
Clerk (after the Blefling panonnced) fell a Reading of it 3 the. 
whole Congregation (which that day was yery frequent) run ſo haſtt-. 
ly” out of the Church (ſuch was their 1ndignation) that before he. 
had half done, there was not fo much as one to hear him. - So went... 
matters ih that Church. | _—_ 

In other Churches of the City, ſome gave Obgdience, and ſome. 
did not. Theſe who did it not met with pretty quick Juſtice, for , 
the very next Week they were Cited to appear before the Committee. - 
of Eſtates. k | 

The firſt who appeared, was. one Door Strackan, Profeſſor: of -- 
Theology in the Univerſity, and one. of che Miniſters in the. Trone . 
Church, an ingenuous Man, and a trusly Primuive.Chriſtiag;; he., 
made a Defence for himſelf, which many.thoughe ſo reaſonable then, 
that I cannot yer forbear to. give you an account of..it. It was this for \' 
ſubſtance, That the -Eſtates had found (in thew claim of Right) - 
that none can be King or Queen of Scotland till they have:ſworn the - 
Coronation Oath : for this Reaſon they had Declared. that Fames, . 
by aſſuming the Regal Power, and acting as King without ever 
taking the Oath required by Law, — had. forfeited the Right ta the . 

| | rown :... 
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"Crown: Thit all the Eftates had yer done, was only to nominate 
PP:3#4tiam-and Mery, as the Perfons to whom the Crown ſhould be 
offered; but they had nor yet actually made the Offer ; far leſs had 
PP: Wiliam and Mary accepted of it: 16 was mw they might refuſe 
ic bue though they ſhould not; yer they could not be King and Queen 
of -Sectland' till they had ſolemnly ſworn the Oath, which was not 
yet done ;therefore he did not ſee how he'could Pray for them as 
King and Queen of Scorland ; nor how the Eſtates, in reaſon, or 
in-.confequence to their own Principles, could require it of him. 1 
amtold the whole Committee was frlent; perhaps it has been for 
wanmt"of 2 ready Gift ::yert, for all that, (and though he had'in Fa- 
mily-cwelve or thirreen Children) there was no Mercy for him. His 
Defence- (though it could not be anſwered) was not ſuſtained; no 
further eime to deliberate, was granted ; but upon his confefling he 
had' not Obeyed, he was forthwith Deprived, and made the firſt 
Sacrifice. 'Nay, fome ather Miniſters there were, who after they 
had* uſed the 'fame Defence, told moreover, they were willing to 


Pray for then as King and Queen, fo ſoon as they had taken 


the Oath ;' but this availed not neither : they had not obeyed as the 
States had enjoyned ; and ſo they were Sentenced. Thus proceeded 
that Committee, and in two or three Weeks Deprived betwixt 


ewenty and'thirty : and all too before PP. F/iltiam and Mary had (worn. | 


the 'Oath ; or (which is all one) before accounts came' from London 
that' they' had 'done- it: for upon their ping the Royal Power 
(you/ know) the Execution of the Law belonged to them and their 
Council, and ſo there was no more place for that Committee. 
PP.Jilliam and Mary took the Coronation Oath, at White-Hal, the 
eleventh of May 1689; "Then they named their Counſellors for this 
their Ancient Kingdom. They were, tor the greater part, perſons 


who had never fate at that Table before : they came in upon a new 


Found; they had New, and untryed Rules to walk by, new Defigns 
- tocarry/on: 1n a word, they had as it were, a fplitnew Syſteme of 
Government, to temper and eftabliſh. * Beſides, there were great 
vanities of Humors at chat time in the Nation. Armies were in the 
Fields; *and a Parliament was to Sit: fo the Council had a vaſt 
Ocecari of Bufineſs before them”: 'and ſo' for ſome Weeks, they had 
not keifure to falf upon the Clergy; that is, till about the middle of 
Faly. Till which cime leave we them, and return to the Rabble, 
co ſee what they were doing 1n the Country... 

And indeed they were making clean work wherever they came ; 


” dare ſcarcely fay, it was all one-to ther, whether the ES 
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| they felt on, had complyed or not complyed : for now the Com 
' were meeting with the- ſharpeſt me aca 


res. . After the Proclamation 
came out, for a while they remitted ſomething of. their eagerneſs: 
they hoped the Proclamation (conſidering how: deeply all who had 
taken the Teſt, were ſworn, never to difown King Fame: as their 
Sovereign) would eaſe them of their Labour ; but when they found 
that ſeverals were winning over their Oaths, and giving Obedience 
to the Eſtates Orders; it gave them new provocation. If ſuch ſhould 
be ſuffered co poſſeſs their Churches peaceably, and ſecurely, © the 
Presbyterian Intereſt ſhould till be at a loſs: a great many, of E- 
piſcopal Principles, would ſtill be in Office, which afterwards 
mighe breed diſturbances :- Befides, 1f we may believe the Rabblers 
chemlſelves, it irritated them to ſee any man give Complyance, up 

this Head, that they look'd upon them, as perjur'd,. 44 men of no. 
Conſcience. Whatever the cauſe was, a good many found the ef- 


feats: ſuch as Mr. Mac math, Miniſter at Laſwade, (on whom three 


or four fellows, came one night, as he was going betwixt Edinburgh; 
and his own Houſe, ſtab'd him with Awls and Bodkings, ſo that he 
had ten-or twelve Wounds in his Belly ; filled his Mouth, till chey 
had almoſt choaked him, with the dung of Horſes, and .then left 


him in that fad condition.) Maſter 'Bargeſs, Miniſter, at Temple, 


(though he was ſo earneſt to Read: and Pray, that when he ſaw the 
Proclamation was not like to be ſent to him by Authority, againſt 
the day appointed, he was careful to provide'a Copy for himſelf, 
and Read it very faithfully,) Mr. 24ac Kenzie, Minſter at Kirkliſ- 

town, (who had for ſome years been Chaplain to Major General 
Maceay's Regiment in Hofund, and was actually with him under the 
ſame Character at +the Battle- of Gi/lycbranky,) Mr. Hamilroun, Mi- 
niſter at Kirknewtown, Mr. Nimmo, Miniſter at Colingtown, Mr. Do- 
neld/one, at Dwumbartown, &c. - Nay, L could iitance in a whole 


_ Prechytery in Galloway ;' for upon the News that fuch a Proclamation 


was ordered ; theſe Brethren met, and: conſulted what was to be 
done ; ' and 1n brief che Reſolution was,that all ſhould give Obedience, 
and all truly did it; (as, who could blame them, ſeeing befides the 
Authorxy of the-Eſtates, they had the Votes of their own Conlciences 
for it ?) But within-a few days not one of them eſcaped Remengs 
they were as indiſcriminately curned out, as they had unanimoully . 
transferred their Allegiance from King 7emes, ro King Wiliam and 
Queen Mary. Twenty more ſuch inſtances nught be adduced, it 
were needful : but there are three fo very remarkable; that I cannot 


* paſs them by. 


. One is, Mr, Mac Gill, Muvſter at Killtb, within the Prexijny 
”w E | 
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of Glaſgow : all his Neighbour Presbyters had been turned out be- 
- ' fare; he alone, of that Fraternity, was ſpared till the 13,of April 
was paſt, *'The- good Man loved his Religion; and upon the 
preciſe day, gave Obedience. But the very next Sunday a Rabble 
-Convened to interrupt him. Tr istrue, they were that Lie repulled 
"with loſs ; for many of the'people of the Pariſh appeared for him ; 
"and one of the Rabble was killed in the Scuffle. The poor Miniſter 
* (no blood-thirſty Man) had fled for his life tothe Earl of Kilmar- 
zock's Houſe, who lived at no great diſtance; and knew nothow the 
Fray was ended: but one Maſter Maxwell, the Lord Kil{rb's Factor 
in theſe Parts, ſeeing the Man was dead, took Journey ſtraight for 
Edinburgh ; that he might be the firſt, for acquainting the Lords of 
the Commnee with what had happened. He told them, the Mini- 
fter had given "Obedience to the Proclamation ; ſo that he had a 
right co the Protection promiſed in it; that therefore when the Rab- 
ble came upon him, a good many people found themſelves obliged 
to defend him, not only out of reſpe& they had for him as their 
Paſtor; but alfo for their own ſecurity, for 1f they had not done fo, 
they-might have been lyable ro the Law, which obliges the ſeveral 
Partthes within the Kingdom to prote& their Miniſters ; otherwiſe to 
be anſwerable for his Loſſes. He told them likewiſe, that one had 
+ loft his life m the Quarrel. . | 

The Lord Roſs was then Preſes of the Committee: when the 
Gentleman had thus far told the Story, his Lordfhip told him gravely, 
he wiſhed the Rabble had not been oppoſed; ſuch people cared not 
what they did ; it had been better to have yielded to « an humour ; 
he was truely ſorry that blood was ſhed ; but in ſuch a Caſe, it would 
be hard to get the Actor puniſhed. But my Lord (ſaid the Gentle- 
man) he was none of ours, he was of the Rabble who was killed: 


what do you ſay (replyed his Lordſhip) one of the Rabble! That . 


may draw deeper than you are aware of. This to let you ſee the 
humour which then prevailed amongſt our Leading Men in the Go- 
vernment; and it brings me 1n mind of a Scorch Proverb I have 
heard, viz. That Halkertons Cow is @ very old Beaſt. But how ended 
the Matter ? The next day, after they had buryed the Man who was 
killed, the whole Company fell upon Mr. Mac Gills Houle, Rifled 
it, broke and tore all his Furniture to pieces, deſtroyed all his Books 
and Papers, carried off about 15 or 20 /. Sterling of mony, plunged 
his Hats and Periwigs in the Churn amongſt ſome Milk, and pound- 
ed them- with the Churn-Staff, emptied all his Meal our of its Re- 
firories; and then the Chamber-Box amongſt it; in a word, you 
aye hardly read or heardof ſuch Barbarous tricks as they playoo 
'The 
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The poor Gentleman ſuſtained- of Loſs-to the value of 150 Z 
(a good Stock for a Scorch Miniſter) and to this day has gor neither 
Reparation nor Protetion. | 

The other ewo inſtances ſhall be Mr. Craig, and Mr. Buchaiman, 
both Miniſters within the Presbyrery of Dumbartown : I do not ad- 
duce themm for. any thing that was'odd, and tingular, in the treac- 
ment they had from the Rabble; for ſo far, they received only the 
common Meaſure: But to let you ſee how little 1c avails Men noc 
only to have Complyed but to have done good: Services, if they have 
once owned Epiſcopacy. Theſe two Gentlemen are Barons in 

Stirlingſhire, that is, they hold ſuch Lands of the King in Capite, as 
gives them the priviledge of Voting at the Chooting Commiſſioners 
or Parliament, or being ſuch themſelves ; if chey-ſhould be Choſen. - 
Now, "when the Members were a chooſing for. the -late Meeting of 
Eſtates :; the Gentlemen of that Shire of Stirling were almoſt equal- 
ly divided about the perſons to be Ele&ted for thei Repreſentatives. 
Four were Liſted, two downright Malignants, Cavaliers, who 
would have been clear for King Fames his Intereſt; and two who 
were as clear for that; of the Prince of Orange: When it came to 
be determined, the Votes ran equal, till it came to the two Laird- 
Miniſters who were laſt, ſo they had the caſting of- the Ballance, 

and both did it in favours of the new States-men : what could they 

have done more for the Prince of Orange ? Their Votes made (and by 
conſequence were equivalent to, two Votes of) two Members of the 


- Meeting for him ; beſides (not being turn'd out before the 13. of 


April,) they did all Duty, Read and Prayed, &c. Yer now tharthey 
are Rabbled, no more Protection for them, than for the Rotrenelt 


- Facobite in the Kingdom. Thele are the advantages of Comply- 


ance amongſt 1is; not one of all thoſe whom I have named (and as I 
ſaid, it were eafie to name as marry more) has Protection to this day, 
none of them; dares venture to their Churches, few or none to 
their Houſes. MEE 

By this you may ſee what were the circumſtances of the Clergy 
during the interval between the Conventions being Changed 
into a Parliament, and the middle of Faly, to which I now return. 

What was the Cauſe which made the Council intermit fo long 
the Deprivation of the Non-Complying Miniſters, I am neither able 
nor careful to know-: but it ſeems ſuch delays were extremely un- 
pleaſant to the Presbyterian Preachers: whereiore they thought it 
convenient to give them the Spur to purpole. The Parhament was 
then Sitting ; ſo they gave in a long Adareſs to it : wherein, having 


thanked God for the great ——_ wrought by his —_ 
| ; 2 tne 
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the Pious and Magnanimous Williams, then Prince of Orevge, now» 
by the good hand of God, their Gracious Sovereign ; Coates Abe? 
the Commiſſioner, 'and the reſt of the Lords of Parliament ; and 
miſcalled Epifcopacy, and Biſhops, and all that own them, as very - 
ill chings ; they come to their demands, where _—_ the Van, 
the freeing. this poor Oppretied Church from ſuch Oppreſlors and 
Oppreſlions. : | 

There are many other things in it worthy of your notice, particu- 
larly their Petitioning that the Church Government may be Eſta- 

bliſhed in- the hands of fuch only who by their former Carriage, 
and Sufferings, have evidenced that they are known Sound Presby- 
terians — (This .is nothing hike Prelacy) and, cheir requeſting that 
the Church thus Eſtabliſhed may be allowed by ther Lordſhips Givil 

* Sanction, to appoint Vilitarions for purging out Inſufficient, Neg- 
 bgent, Scandalous, and Erroneous Miniſters, (and what Apoſtle, 
if ye give him a Prebyterian Jury, ſhall not come withia the com- 

prehenſlion of one of chele four?) This Addreſs, I ſay, was given 
in to the Parliament : and what wonder though the Council. was 
awakened by 1? 

And, indeed, immediately, they fell to work, the Inquiſxion re- 
vived, and Summons were iſſued our, act the Kings Advocates in- 
ſtance, againſt a good many ; but before I come <o their ſucceſs, 
there 15 one thing I mult not forget cg tell you. 

Every Man knows, and the commonelt Equity -requires, that 
publick Edits or Proclamations, (eſpecially when they are perempto- 
ry 1n their Djers, and poſttive in their Sanctions) ought to be very 

| carefully and Auchentically tranſmuted to thoſe they do oblige, 
E Yet never leſs care taken ſince the World began, of the juſt and - 
' regular Conveyance of any thing, than there was of that Proclama- 
110n to. the Miniſters: there were bundreds of Miniſters to whoſe 
hands it came not tillthe days prefixed were expired : particularly in 
the Shire of Fife, there are berwixt (everity- and erghty Pariſhes ; 
_ yetl am credibly cold, only fix Copies came to the Sheriff Clerks 
hand; who was ordered to diſtribute them : and there was no ſuch 

Clauſe in the Proclamation, asallowed, far leſs required them to obey 
"1 ny Sunday thereafter: for what I remark this, you-will know in- 

ftantly. 

+ olj{e were iſſued out, as I have ſaid, and the Council ( that 
they might ſhew a ſuitable zeal , and be every whit as forward as 
the party would have them, or as 'tis poflible for the Ecclefiaſtical 
Vifications themſelves to be, fit when they will) proceeded as ſum- 

- marily as eould be defired. The perſon cited heard a long cn] 
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read, concerning the 'Irreligion, the Ingratitude, the Contempt, 
&c. of his Diſobedience. er that, the Preſident of the: Council 
asked him, if he had read. the Proclamation upon the day prefixed, 
and if he had: ever ſince prayed publickly for King William, atid -- 
Queen Mary : ( it was added ſometimes by Name and Surname, when 
the Earl of Crawford was Preſident) as King and Queen of Secot- 
land ? if he anſwered | No.] to both; no Mercy for him. But I muſt 
be a little more particular on this Head. £7 
Be pleaſed to know then that there was: one Clauſe which - 1n-- 


thirty or forty Libels, was never omitted. This, word for word : 


Whereas the Miniſters, by a Proclamation dated the thirteemh of Apnl, 
were commanded and required to read the ſame upon the reſpettivue days 
therem contained, and pray --——- Yet when the {aid Proclamation of 
the- Eſtates 'was ſent to him (the perſon accuſed ) at leaſt came to 
his hands, or of which he had knowledge ( mark the Gradation, 
and the Equity of the ſeveral ſteps, eſpecially the laſt ) he was fo far 
from teſtifying his Graticude, and giving dae Obedience therzunto, 
that, &c- And who could itand before ſuch an Inditment? ' And 
indeed few were able. For 

lf the Miniſter pleaded, That the Proclamation had tiever come 
to his hands, and was ready to {wear it ( as many might havedone 
with a good Conſcience ) it prohted him nothing ; Fe was guilty, 
by the third ſtep of the Gradation, juſt.now taken notice of, And 
it wasall one, whether he had prayed for King William and Queen 
Mary, or not, if he had not.read ; e. g. Mr. Gi/d, Miniſter at 
North Rerwick, told the Council, he had prayed for them from the 
__ firſt day he had heard they were proclaimed King and Queen, 
and none in the Kingdom was more joyful than he, that a_Prote- 
ſtant King and Queen were fer on the Throne, (lt have half a dozen 
more of inſtances of the ſame nature ) yet he was deprived. 

If he had |both read aiid prayed, yer if it was not done on the 
preciſe days, there was no eſcaping. So it fared with Mr. Hay, Mi- 
miſter at Kinſongahair, Humer at Stirling, Young at Mony-vaird, and « 
many others, eſpecially Mr. Aird, Minſter at Tory-burn, ( an old, 
grave, ſerious man) who, tho he brought a Certificate from the * 
Sheriff of the. Shire where he lived, bearing, that he had read the 
Proclamation on the Sunday immediately after he receiveFR, was 
yet deprived without remedy. 

One thing was remarked all alongſt, viz. That the Queſtion 
was never put whether they would give Obedience thereafter. No, 
there was no place for |Repentagice. And I remember 6 20s 
ear 


j 
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heard, that ſome. of the Magiſtrates of the Town of Perth, alias 
8. Fobns-Town ) after both their - Miniſters were deprived, came 
to the Earl of Crawford, and infinnated to him, that they were 
hopeful. One Mr. Anderſon { a good natured man, and a very good 
- Paſtor,and who had been one of the Miniſters of the ſaid Town)per- 


haps might be induced to c__ yet ; and that he would be extreme- 


ly acceptable to the People, if he were reponed, &c. But preſently his 
Lordſhip turned huffy ;and told them,thac was not ſo much as once to 
be mentioned; So they were forced to let fall their defign. Indeed his 


' Lordſhip is a moſt zealous Reformer, and as fit for being Preſident 


at a Board, for turning out Epiſcopal Clergy-Men, as could have 
been fallen upon. 1 remember a certain Miniſter who had been a 

oodtime of his Lordſhips Acquaintance, went to him, thinking to 
have prevailed with him, to have got the Diet deſerted ;] and they 
had a very pleaſant Converſation. His Lordſhip asked whether he 
uſed publickly ro pray for King William, and Queen Mary. He 
anſwered, he prayed as the Apoſtle dire&ted; and cired i Tim. 2. 1,2. 


. Well (ſays my. Lord) that's m_ for us to deprive you. Aﬀtcer ſome 


more Diſcourſe, the Miniſter: ſaid, he was ſorry for the Deſolations 
of the Church.” And his Lordſhip anſwered very quaintly: But /6 
am not I, The Work had never gone on ſo ſuccesfully, it he had 


notbeen onthe top.of it. For many times they had enough to do 


co geta Quorum of the Council (which can confiſt of no leſs than 
nine )) on theſe days that were ſet apart for the Clergy : (in effe&, 
it was no wonder. tho ordinary Stomachs had ſome kind of loathing 
to it ) and then his Lordſhip was1n a ſtrange pickle, and you would 
have ſeen ſtrange running of Macers through the City, calling them 
from their Lodgings. *Bur let me return to my Thread again. 
Within a few days, the Council found it would make tedious 
work to have them all cited at the Advocates Inſtince, therefore 
they took a ſhorter method ; 't was the inviting and allowing the 
Parrhioners and Hearers of ſuch Miniſters as had not obeyed, to 
Cite them before the Council- This 15 the great purpoſe of that Pro- 
clamation dated Anguft 16, mentioned before. The Claule is this: 
As . alſo that ſuch Minifters who bave not read the Proclamation, and 
prayed —- may be deprived of their Benefices. ——— The Lords of bis 


: Majeſties Privy Council do invite and allow the Pariſhioners and Hearers 


of ſuch Miniſters to cite them before the Privy Council, &Cc. 
This Proclamation ſerved two purpoſes ; firſt it made quicker 

diſpatch, and then, by it, opportunity was given to every malicious 

perſon to frame what Libels they pleaſed againſt their Miniſters. 


Both 


% 
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Both ends were ſerved peetty ſuccebfully ; Deprivations were more ex- 
pedite, 'and. more numerous than they had been before ; and many” 
Crimes and Scandals were libelled againſt ſeveral Miniſters. 'Tis true, 
the Council never examined Wuneſſes,nor fuſtain'd themſelves Judges 
concerning any thing but what was contained in the Grand Procla- 
mation, wit. Reading 4»d Praying. ' And they frequently declared; 
(when the perſons ca urnniate, craved, that theſe Scandals and Im- 
moralities might either |be tryed, or put out of the Libel ) that th 
were not touinſiſt againſt them on theſe Heads : yet the Libels with: 
theſe things in them ſtand ſtill on Record ; and I hear full Accounts {. 
of them are ſent to Lopdon, and daily Printed there, and.making 
good company in. the Coffee-Houſes. No body .ever doubted but 
there was lomething inſidious and baſe in the Deſign. Who knows 
but the Ecclefiaſtical Viſtations, when they fit, will ſuſtain all theſe 
Libels as ſufficiently Ent already, ſeeing they were before the 


Privy Council, and Sentence followed upon them? And God 
knows what other Fruits the keeping of them may produce! But 
certainly it had looked much liker to fair dealing, it had been more 
generous, and worthy of Gentlemen, if the Council, ( ſeeing they 
were not to dipin theſe |matters ) had diſcharged them to be libelled, 
and ſuffered no more to be brought before them, than what they 
were to try and judge of. 

One would think, now the Courſe was quick enough againſt the 
Clergy; yet within ſome other few days, it was found not to be 
expedite enough neither- In many Partſhes there were none who. 
would purſue thetr Miniſters ; and belides, it was fomewhat expen- 
"v1 for the Lieges to raiſe Summons before the Council : where- 
ore | ; 

A further ſtep was made, a third Proclamation was ordered, in- 
" tituled, For citing Miniſters, who have not prayed for their Majeſties, 
and Dated Auguſt 22 : whereby (that with the greater expedition, . 
and the leaſt expence to the Lieges, the former Proclamations 
might attain their intended Deſign and Effe&) Invitation and Al- 
lowance were again given,. not only to the Pariſhioners and Hearers 
of the diſobedient Miniſters, but alſo to the Heretors of theſe Pa- 
riſhes( tho living at never ſo great diſtance) and the Sheriffs and their. 
Deputes, and Magiſtrates of Burghs, and the Members of che Cur- 
rent Parliament within their reſpe&ive Bounds,to caule cite ſuch Mi- . 
niſters before the Council, and Warrand was granted to Meſſengers 
at Arms, for citing them, and ſuch Witneſſes as were neceſlary ; 
and that the Expedition might be greater yet, a Meſlenger's de- 
| | livering _ 


5 


"+ © a+ 
- 3-8. i 


* % 
- 


- For many who ( with har 


BT, [40] 5 
hvering'a Copy of this Proclamation, either in Print or, Writ, ſigned - 
by his Hand, to each Miniſter that ſhould be cited by him to any 

Tueſday vr Thurſday, (theſe two days of every Week were ſet 
apart intirely for that purpoſe )) fix days after the citation, for all on 
this ſide” the River Tay, and fourteen days for all beyond he ſaid 
River, &c. Andfurther ic was declared, that the ſaid Proclamatiog. 


was without prejudice.of any Citations already given, ortobe given, 


either upon the former At of Council, or upon Warrands from 


* the Council- Board. Have ye not am of expedition now in all 
-Conſcience ? Yet to make all ſurer ſtill; 


and becaufe they were 
finding, that ſeverals had complyed, whony they were willing to bave 
turned out, but had no ſhadow of Law to doit by ! _ 

_ Acthe inſtigacion of- the Presbyterian Miniſters, Elders and Pro- 
fefſors (as it felf words it ) upon the twenty fourth. of Aug/#, forth 


* comes another Proclamation for a general Faſt, to be kept on two 


Lord's Days, viz. on this fide the Tay, pope 15. on the other ſide, 
Sept.22. No-queſtion it was deſigned for a choaking morſel ; for per- 
haps you never ſaw any thing like it. Thar. it required Chriſtans- 
to faſt on the Lord's Day, (tho that was harſh enough, no ways 
fitted for a tender Stomach, and would have_gone very 1ll down - 
with Tertulkian himſelf, as much as he was for Faſting ) was the 
thing leaſt nauſeous about it, except the bad Grammar, and the good 
Stock of great Nonſenſe that was in it. For in efte& ( beſides what 
wasrelative to the preſent State of Aﬀairs ) it not only unminiſtered, 
but even unchriſtened, the whole Regular Clergy, and theſe who 
owned them; | and expreſly bore, that God for a long time (fince 
the Reſtitution of Epiſcapacy, no doubt) had. reſtrained the. pre- 
ſence of his Spirit, in the, Converſion of Souls, &c. And this Pro- 
clamation was to be read twice, and the Falt to be kept once, in 
every Church and Mezting- Houſe within the Kingdom. Now to 
the ſucceſs. | | 
"What wonder tho theſe Twin-Proclamations (for fo I-may call 
them, con{idering howſhort the interval was between their Dates ) 
wrought ſtrange teats iſs: 8 the poor Clergy ? as'indeed they did. 
Gnpings ) had got the Proclamation 

-of the thirceenth of April digeſted, cbuld not yet get that for the 


- Faſt, forced over their Throats, particularly I could name two of 


the Miniſteis of: Edenburg, who the very next Week were deprived - 
for «t. - And the other Proclamation was pretty good at .citing | 
thoſe who had refuſed. ro give Obedience, as you may guels by us 
Nature. Yet I muſt confeſs ic has not dane all the skaith it might; 

as 
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* ways inclined to be every day talking to their People of God's De-" 
co and Abſolute Reprobation, and Juſtification by Faith alone 
in the Presbyterian ſenſe, and ſuch like Do&rns; they think their 
 Hearers may be much more edifyed by.Sermons, that explain the true 
Nature of Evangelical Faith, the Neceflity of Repencance, . and the 
ons; aa a Goſpel-Obedience, &c. And what error is there 
ere? , 77 | 
But-the laſt thing is that we have been great Perſecutors ; grant it 
"to betrue, ſure I am, by this time we are payed home pretty well in 
our own Coin; and God of his infinite Mercy grant unto us all, that 
' we may exerciſe a true Chriſtian patience, under our preſent Suffer- 
ings: And that they may work a betcer temper in us, than it ſeems 
their pretended Perſecutions have wrought in our Adverſaries. Sure 
L am, ''tis no where written in the Goſpel, that ſuffering for Chriſt 
may laudably end in Malice and Revenge, and the horrideſt Barba- 
rities. But how'can it be-proven, that we were ſuch Perſecutors ? 
Dare any man ſay, that the ſeverities againſt the Presbyterians, fince 
che Reſticution of Epiſcopacy, have. been near ſo great, as the feve- 
rities againſt the Epiſcopal Party. were, during the Reign of Pre(- 
bytery ? Dare any man ſay, .that the Presbyterians haye Fore any 
thing for Conſcience ſake, theſe twenty ſeven years by-paſt.?. Re- 
member. what I told you, not far from the beginning of chis Letter. 
'Tis true indeed, the State found there were a number of People of 
ſuch ſeditious-and ungovernable tempers, that they could not be well 
kept from breaking out daily into open Rebellions : Therefore they 
' made Laws for keeping them low, and Gurbing them; and who can ' 
blame this ? 'Tis alſo true, ſome of cheſs Laws obliged the Clergy 
 togive an account of thoſe of that temper, who lived or haunted in 
their Pariſhes: And could they trop with the Government and diſfo- 
bey Law, when the Obedience required, was ſa reaſonable ? _ Be- 
ſides, beheye it Sir, the Clergy did as little chat way, as was polible 
for them ; and I'can make it good, when ever Lam put to it: That 
where one was purſued upon their Informations, twenty. were: be- 
- friended by their Interceſhions : A fignal inſtance whereof Ilearn'd | 
nor long ago; it was in Seprember lalt, when-the Deprivations. tor 
Non-compliance were very Frequent. Amongſt thereft one Mr.Cb- 
ſrolm Miniſter at; Lilly, was cited at the inſtance of one Sir. Fobr 
Riddel of. the Miniſter had given no Obedience, ang Jo 
was very ſoon diſculs'd : And when Sir Foby and he were jult a 
coming from the Bar; where:he had ſtood his Acculer, and heard 
his Sentence ; he told him, before a __od. many Witneilcs, that he 
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' confeſs'd he held his Life and Fortune of him ; 'and proteſted he © 


would never have treated him ſo as he had done, if it had not been 
matter of Confcience to him:, What do' ye think of a Presbyterian 
Conſcrence 2 L could give you an hundred more ſuch inſtances, for 
indeed it has been obſerved generally all alongſt, that thoſe have 


| been the greateſt Enemies to the Clergy, to whom they had done - 


the beſt Offices. But it woald require a great deal of work, to make 


- you underſtand this head of Perſecution fully, and therefore 111 


break ic off : And tell you only briefly that 

If ever you come to underſtand'the ſtate of our Affairs diſtina- 
ly, you will find, our Ignorance lies mainly in our being unac- 
quainted with the Principles of Sedition, and the Jus Divinum of 
Presbytery; our Scandal, 1n our being ſo generally look'd upan as 
nothing fond of change and Revolution: Our Negligence, in part- 


* ing with our Benefices rather than our Conſciences ;' our Errone- 


ouſneſs, 1n adhering ſo ftubbornly to the Principles laid down in 
Scripture, and 'maintain'd by the. Primitive Chriſtians; and our itch 
tor Pe:fecuting Difſenters ro lye chiefly in our inclinations, to live 
and behave as| becomes good Subjects; or, if ye would have it 
ſhorter, we are ignorant, {candalous; negligent, erroneous, inſuffi- 
<cient, Peiſecutors; and whatever men pleale to call us, becauſe we 
are not Presbyterians. = K. 

That's truly the matter ; and therefore we are now made to fuffer 
{o ſeverely, not only by being ſo treated in our Perſons and Privi- 
leges, as I have briefly accounted ; bur alſo by being ſo robb'd of 
our Reputations, and loaded with Reproaches : And all this coo, un- 
der pretence to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion, and make theſe 


Kingdoms happy. . I dare not tell you, how much I am tempted, |. 


when I refle&t on all together, to ask yon ſome unfaſhionable Que- 
ſions, ſach as theſe : bs has co ſecure the Proteftant Religion, when 
men muſt either ſuffer, or pare with the moſt diſtinguyhing Cha- 
raters, and moſt undoubted'Principles of the Proteſtant Religion ? 
E therendering ſo many Proteſtant Miniſters,uſeleſs and miſerable ; 
becauſe they will not play Feſuiiſb tricks, the way to ſecure Prote- 
ſtant Religion ? Is there no-other way to. ſecure the Proteſtant Reli- 
jon ; but to tranſaccident it (pardon the word, 'tis as good as Tran- 

CN bſttoriare ) into a pretence for juſtifying all the injuries can 
'be done to | our Spiricual Fathers ? Is there no other way to 
make a Kingdom. happy., but by making downright havock of 
the Clergy in-it? Cannot a Kingdom be happy unleſs God's Portion 
be either turn'd our of. their FunQions in ut, or run the MOPs of 
| ing 


” 


[51 ] | 
being turn'd-out of his favour, and excluded his Eternal Kingdom ? 
Thele and twenty more. ſuch Queſtions, I fay; I am ſtrongly tempt- 


- ed to ask you, but I forbear : Only before I conclude, 


As I ſaid before, I will nor recriminate with our Presbyterian 
Brechren, I will not go to tell them back again, that they are ig- 
norant or ſcandalous, &c. I. will not treat them fo uncivilly as xo 
throw back their dung in their own faces: I am not fond of ſuch 
Retaliations. But this I will fay, if they plane the Church of Scor- 
land, ſo well,as it was planted, when the Prince of Orange came to 


- England, fo long ashe lives ; if, for all their prary'or co the Spirit, 
y 


the Goſpel be'Preached fo purely, ſo rationally, and fo difintereſted- 
ly under their Government, as it has been by the Epiſcopal Clergy 
theſe many years by-gone ; if ever the State have Peace, of the: 
Church come to a ſettlement ; if ever our King fir ſecurely on his 
Throne,or Cſar have the things that are Ce/ars : If ever the Church. 
of England (as little as ſhe has bzen concerned hitherto in her Si- 
ſters aAlictions) want a horn in her fide,or be ſecur'd againſt atternpts 
for her ruin ; and if ever| there be”Peace, or Order, or deſirable 
Concord ; if ever Animoſities, Diviſions, "Contentions , and ſuch 
other Plagues of Humane Society, and Chriſtan Unity be wanting 
at home}, ſo long as their Dagon ſtands in the Temple; Experience 
has deceiv'd me, and I have nuſtaken my Meaſures... + ; 
Thus, Sir; you- hive a brief proſpe of the preſent State: of the 
Scottiſh Clergy, fuller by much chanac firſt I intended, perhaps then 
ou are pleaſed with, and ye may think ic tedious: But I acknow- 
ledge I have that weakneſs ; [ have nor the faculty of difpatching 
things fo ſmoothly, and fo ſhortly, as poſlibly your palate would 
require: But my Apology'1s ready; T have omitted an hundred things, 
proper to have been inſerted; it I am tedious, it js in celling truch, 
and if the length of this weaiy you, you ſhall not be fo troubled 
again: For theſe Reaſons expecting your Pardon, | I am &c., 
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Told you in the Concluſion of my laſt, that I had omitted 

many things, proper to have been inſerted : I could eaſily jufti- + 
fie 1t, by giving you another every whit as long and- full of marter 
of Fad as it was. Particularly I could give you. a great many more in- 
ſtancesof Minifters, who received hard eaſtre from the Council : 
ſuch as Pitcairn of Logie, who was Deprived, though theſe. eight or 
ten years by-gone, he has been intirely diſabled for the Pulpit, 
through old age and infirmity, and has been obliged ta maintain an 
Afliſtane, Frnkine at Abernethy, upon his not appearing, the very - 
miriute he was| firſt called, though he kept the day prediſely, to 
which he was Cited, and was preſent about twelve of the. Clock, 
and had the Forth to croſs that morning: and the Council at that 
time uſed to fit as well after as before Noon, for Depriving Mini- 
ſters. , Falioner, a Miniſter in Murray, notwith{tanding he pleaded 
for himſelf, that the Lord Dundee was his Hearer that day on which 
the Proclamation was ordered to be Read; that it was eaſie to con- 
jure what might have been his hazard, had he Read it 1n his 
hearing : that after that he had Prayed publickly for King William 
and Queen Mary. 'That if the Council ſhould yer enjoyn him, he 
would Read the Proclamation ; and that for his part, he believed 
Presbytery was as/agreeable to the Word of God, and as ſubſervient 
to the ends of Chriſtiamty, as Epiſcopacy, and therefore was as 
willing to keep his Miniſtry under the one, as the other : but there 
was Original in in him he was a Biſhops Son,' and ſo no Mercy 
for im. But! Moncrief, Miniſter at Herriot, his,Caſe 1s prettieſt of 
all, he has done all Dury, and made all Complyances, yet his 
Church is diſpoſed of, and a Presbyterian Preacher, actually and 
formally admitted to it. _ Twenty other inſtances might calily be 
Collected: - 

I could likewiſe tell you what ſeverities have been uſed in turning 


Mimiſters out of their Dwellings, this Winter, after their Depriva- 


on: aSin the Caſe of Mr. Galbraith, Miniſter at Fedburgh, a very 
Reverend and worthy Perfon. - All the Gentlemen within the 
Pariſh Addrefled ta the Council in his behalt ; proteſted they we 

| orry. - 
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[57] 
forry that he was Deprived : ſupplicated that he might be permitted 
to live this Winter in the Manſe, 5. e. Parſonage-Houſe, for no body 
was making pretenſions to it ; no Presbyterian Preacher was ſettled- 
there; and 1t was a Thatcht Houſe, it would be endamaged, if it 
were not inhabited, if Fire were not kept in it, &c. But for all 
that, the good Parſon was forced to remove by the Councils Order.. | 
The fame was alſo the Caſe of Mr. MiJar, Miniſter at- Muſsleburgb, 
and very many others. Nay (I know not if they have got+their ſe- 
crer inſtructians renewed for it) the Rabbling wark is revived in the 
Weſt lately, and now they will not ſuffer the poor afflited Mini- 
ſters, (who were thruſt out a year ago) to ſtay ſo much as in that 
Country; though they have'no mony to Tranſport their Families 
with, being refuſed payment of their by-gone Stipends. So it has 
fared within theſe few days with Mr. Hamilton, Miniſter at Kirkeſ- 
wald, and Irwine at Kilbride, and Tam told there is a Deſign co baniſh 
from that Town all who live in Dumfries, and thoſe 1n Glaſuow dread 
the ſame likewile. | 

I cannot forbear neither, to tell you, what has happened lately 
at Edinburgh : there are five or fix of the Epiſcopal Clergy in that 
City, who have given all Obedience x ſo they till poſlzfs their 
Churches. Each of theſe Churches has its own Utenſils, Baſons, 
Lavers, Chargers, Chalices, Communion-Table-Cloaths, &c.- All 
Dedicated long ago by private Perſons, who lived in the reſpe@ive- 
Pariſhes. A Church-Treaſurer 's Choſen yearly by the Church... 
Seſfions, to whom theſe Utentils are Concredited, and to theſe Sel- 
fions he is accountable for them at the years'end. This has been-one 
immemorial Cuſtom 1n that City ; yet the preſent Magiſtrates (all 
Rank Presbyterians.) would needs have theſe Utenhils delivered up 
to them; particularly, they required them of him who this year 
bears the Office of Church-Treaſurer, or, which 'is all one, who is. 
the Eider or Church-Warden, to whom the Utenſils of that Church 
for- this year are entruſted, for that which is commonly called the 
Folbooth Church : he refuſed to ſurrender them (and why ſhould he. 
have done ir? They were not ſo much. as Dedicated by the Pub-- 
lick, and they were that Churches Property. No Magiſtrates-had ever 
demanded the like before, and the preſent Magiſtrates are no mare-- 
concerned inthem, than in aay private Citizens Furtuture ;) Far this 
he was thruſt into Priſon ;- but he made Application tothe Lords:of 
Seffion, who found the thing ſo infinitely. iNegal, that they. forth» 
with' ordered his Liberation, and diſcharged fuch Proceedings for 
the future.. Perhaps you may: think this 15 bur a trifle, but there'is-. 

Fes more. 
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-more in it than you are aware of : For, beſides that Sir Fob Hall, 
prefene Provoſt of oe » is a' Privy. Counſellor, and conſe- 
Juonely is not to be ſuppoſed to have attempted ſuch a thing withour 
hoſt conſulting | Crawford, and ſome others. who fit at that Table ; 
there is this at the bottom oF it: In each of theſe Pariſhes there 1s 
a Presbyrerian Meecting-Houſe, - and the Preachers (though they 
ſtand on- no other. Found , but King Fames his Toleration) hold 
-themſelves for the rightful Paſtors of theſe Pariſhes, and ſo pretend 
* thatithe uſe of theſe Utenſils belongs ro them, and they ought to 
have them in their Cuſtody : this was that which put the Magiſtrates 
upon the foreſaid Courſe. 

Innumerable ſuch things as theſe I could eafily Colle, and weary 
your patience with them, but methinks by this time, you have got 
Taſte cnougp of the Epiſcopal Parties Troubles on the one hand, 
and the'Prebyterian Parties Temper on the other, tro make you un- 
derſtand both competently; and that was all I intended. Only 
| there are two things perhaps, which you may be defirous to. have 
ome further ſatisfaction about; and I will ery it I can give ir. 

The firſt is,, That poflibly [> may apprehend, I did not in my 
laſt ſufficiently take off theſe Aſperſions which are thrown. upon the 
Epiſcopal Clergy by the Phanatick News Mongers, 1n their. Mali- 
cious Papets, and Pamphlets, which they are Printing and Diſperſing 
ſo confidently every day at Zovdoxw. To tell the. truth, Sir, We only 
hear 'of theſe Papers ; at leaſt for my part I have ſeen none of 
them ;_ they come not ordinarily to Scotland,” and I believe their Au- 
. thors are no ways inclined they ſhould, (ir-requires a great deal of 
Forehead to tell lies where they can be eaſily diſcovered) and not 
' coming-.to our hands,. how can we dete& or expole their falfities 2 
I am ſure, I ſaid enough 1n- the general to fortihe you, or any ſober 
Man, againſt them ; eſpecially..as co all theſe Miniſters Deprived by 
the Council ; for, (as I ſaid thete) the Council never took notice of 
any thing but [Reading and-Praying- But what though Malicious 
Men tell falſe ſtories with a great deal of Confidence? Are you 


{uch a Stranger to the World, as not to know that Lying. has ever 
been one of the chief Artifices by which that Party have carried on 
their purpoſes ; Icis no new. Poktick of theirs.. I could tell you ſome 
of 'the. oddeſt Stories that ever you heard fince” you was born, con- 
cerning their dexterity in that Art, in the late Times : but I will - 
>..trouble you only ..wich one at preſent ; indeed the whole -World 
thould know it, it has ſuch peculiarities 1n it, b 


You 
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You know how Azno 1638. at the Aſſembly of Glaſgow, they 
not only prerended to Depoſe the Biſhops, but even to Excommu- 
 nicate many-of them: amongſt the reſt,' that moſt Reverend and 

Worthy Prelate , Sporſwosd, Arch:Biſhop of - Se. Andrews, The 
Sentence of Depoſition and Excommunication. paſſed againſt him, 
was ordered to be Read Publickly after the Forenoons Sermon, in all 
the Churches within his Diocelſs ;- and, 1in ic, a great many (horrid 
immoralities, (ſuch as Inceſt and Adultery, &c.) were amaſſed. 
Amongſt many others, it was Read particutarly 1h the Church -of 
Kirinny in Fife,, by Mr. Colne Adam, then Miniſter there ; Beaton 
of Balfour was in the Church at the time, he was net a lictleamazed, 
at hearing ſuch ſtrange things charged upon the Arch-Biſhop. He 
had lived many a year in his IIIER He had been frequently 
in Company with him ; but- had never diſcovered-ſuch Crimes about 
him, ſo that he was exceedingly ſurprized:. but. that-was the- leaſt 
on't. In the progrels of the Sentence he heard himſelf-named as 
one of four Witneſſes, who had been examined upon Oath, and by. 
their Teſtimonies had proven theſe things againſt him : this aſtonyſh- 
ed him quite, for it was not only notorious-to all the Neighbourhood, 


that during the whole time that famous Afﬀembly fate, he was not - © 


at G/aſpow, but ſtill at home ; but no body knew- it better than 
Mr. Adam himſelf, for. he had not only been his' conſtant Auditor 
every Sunday, but he had ſeen him (or might have done ir) every 
day ; there being but a very ſhort diſtance (perhaps not ewo hun- 
dred Paces) betwixt their Dwellings. In efte& it put the Gentle-. 
man in ſuch diſorder, that he had well nigh Ropped the Miniſters: - 

Reading any further, if his Father, who was by hitn, had not hin- 
dered him, telling him he would Ruin himſelf. However, after. 
they came out, he Challenged the Miniſter, who ealily confeſt he 
knew it was a Lie, but pretended he behoved to Read it, in-Obedi- 
ence to Authority. And what might he not have done after.that 2. © 
Tell me Sir, was not this a well affured wickedneſs ? This paſlage [ 
' have from perſons of great integrity, yet alive, who told me, they. 
had it twenty times from Beaton's. own Mouth ; and it 15 but one of 
a thouſand, as good, it I could be at the pains to Colte& them... Pie- 
fraudes (talk we what we pleaſe) have done good Service, and been, 
excellent Chriſtian Tools in their time, for carrying on the Good 
Old Cauſe. But it was not ſcarcity that. made me go ſo far back 
for Proofs .of Presbyterian Honeſty : theſe twelve or fourteen 
months by-gone afford frny enough in all Conſcience.  Thys te 
inſtance but in two or three things. | | | — 
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+ ' "What Effrontery was uſed laſt year at London, for running down 
-all-the Accounts, were ſent up, concerning the Perſecution of the 
- "Weſtern Clergy, as I told.you before? Such ingrain'd . impudence 
(had ir not been ſeen and felt) I had believed, could: neither have 
come from Hell nor It, the two grand Staple-Ports for that Com- 
modity. © What Relations of Oaths, what confident Aſſertions, 
- what, Printed Papers had we for King Fame: his being Dead at 
Breſt 1n March laſt ? I remember the. prefent Earl of Argile, one 
day diſturbed a whole® Mecting-Houſe , with a forged Letter a- 


bout it. _ +. KEY 

- With what ſhameleſineſs did the News go upfarſt, and then come 
down again from Londen in September laſt, and paſs current here: 
_ That the. Streets of Edinburgh were thronged with. the Heads or 
Chieftains of Clanns, coming in dayly to take the benefic of King 
William's Indemnity, that was : publiſhed after Dundee's death ? 
Though all the Kingdom knows, | not ſo” much as one has come in 
to this very day? And what ſtrange Tales have been told of the 


wonderful Feats of Iniskiling Men ? 1 remember ſome Gentlemen ' 


about two Months ago, went in one Afternoon to a Presbyterian 


Coffee Houſe, called for the News Book, caſt up the account of 


the Iriſh killed by them, and after computation, found the number 
.amounced to above 48000. Theſe are but their ordinary tricks, 
and with us they have now ceaſed to be Scandalous ; for by Cuſtom 
we are come to reckon1t no more ſtrange to find that Party Lie, than 
. to ſee Danes Drink, or Engliſhmen eat Pork or Pork-Padding: ſo 
that indeed Sir, 1 piry you heartily, if your Charity towards the 
Epiſcopal Clergy in this Kingdom can be in the leaſt ſhaken by the 
boldneſs of theſe miſerable Scriblers. * 

I will only add one thing more upon this Head, and-that is, that 
whatever may be Publiſhed that way, muſt needs be falſe upon this 
+ account, that (as very many have obſerved) fince ever the Depri- 
vation- Work began; all the favour ſhown, has been to, thoſe who 
leaſt deſerved it; and # there was any leſs Knowing, leſs Circum- 
ſped in their Lives, or any ways lefs Qualified for continuing in the 
Miniſtery, they are the Men, who have hitherto eſcaped Deprivat- 
-on. | The Politick is no more Damnable than Underſtood ; for as 
the ſhewing ſome Favour to ſuch, with leſs diſcerning Perſons, may 
.chance'to paſs for' an Argument of the Councils Moderation : ſo 
-uander this Cover they have the opportunity of doing a great deal of 
Miſchief ; they! Ruin more ſecurely, -and with lefs obſervation, thoſe 
of unqueſtionable Lives, and Abilities, and diſable chem = being 
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Rembra's hereafter, either to the Settling or Sdcuring Presbytery, 
which they ate affraid they might have. been,, after the preſent, Fer- 
ment is oyer, had they continued in their Stations ;. and hereby 
they hbpe to Ruin their Reputations too, with people whd'think 
little, and Sangeet, who cannot know all the intrigues of. their 
buſineſs ; for ſuch may readily conclude they have deſerved worle, 

ſeeing theſe are De rived, while others are preſerved: and then, 
beſides all this, to theſe leaſt | eſerving , the: ſeeming Favour, of 

ſparing them at preſent, is ſhewn, upon this Deſign, in, all likely- 

hood, that afterwards they may be Ruined and Diſgraced with the- 
greater contempt and ignominy ; for, being the weaker Men of the 

Epiſcopal fide, they foreſee, they will not only not_beablero make 

a ſuitable Reſiſtance to the Zealous Gang, when, it ſhall be in Cir- 

cumftances to cipunh it with then ; but alſo ic will be eafie for the 

Ecclefraſtical Vifitations to Depoſe them : and .not only ſo; but 

their Fall when it comes, may. be. readily improven into' an heavy 

RefleQtion, on all of Epiſcopal Prindiples: and Phanaticks will have 

m readmeſs to fay, that the whole Party was ſtill ſuch; and by theſe, / 
it may be judged what all che reſt eicher were or are. - This 1s truely 

the'Politick, Sir ; but by this time I think I have inſiſted too much 

on this purpoſe. za IT 4 

'The other war. rhaps is more Material; for when you have 

conſidered, all I ſaid-in my, laſt; perhaps ye may. think it ſtrange, 
chat you have found , nothing concerning the inclinations. of the 
generlity of the People : and ſuch a general Perſecution of the Epil- 
copal Clergy on the one hand, and fg 'deep a filence concerning the 
Reſentments of the People pn the other, may perchance ſeem to you 
a Demonſtration of the Truth of that Article in our new Claim of 
Right (for we may thank our Stars, we have.onge gotten an Origi- 
na 


Z . 


Contraft betwixt King and People) which afhrms, That Prelacy; 
and the Superiority of . any Office in the Church above Presbyrers, 
is, and hach been a great and inſupportable Grievance, and Trouble - 
to this Nation, and contrary to the, inclinations of the generality of 


\. the People, &c.. But the Truth is Sir, as from the beginning I was 


unwilling to fall foul up6n the State ;, ſo I thought that did not'come 


ſo naturally in my way; for .my deſign was. only to.acquaint you 


with'the treatment of the Clergy ;' and not to Canvyals every 


 Aﬀertion , that has. been boldly. obtruded -on the. World by their 


Perfecutors. But ſeeing that . Article -makes ſach' a noiſe, and 


"I heat ſome of your Engliſh Pamphleteers are taking.notice of it, 


and talkirig” Confidently that it 1s True. Iam content to rote 
e. 


o 
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ble you with a dozen of-Lines, or ſo, about it : And in the firſt place; 


* Perhaps it might be ſufficient to ſay no _more3 but, What then ? 
What tho the generality of the_People were ſo enclined ? Will it 
follow, therefore, Epiſcopacy ought be aboliſhed - in Scotland ? If I 
miſtake-not,.. I have heard as good Arguments anſwered with a Nox 
ſequitur. But if T am miſtaken, and the Argument is good, then all 
you Gentlemen, *the Divines of England, are moſt miſerably affronted ; 
affronted, I ſay, by the Scotch Meeting of Eſtates, tho there was nor 
fo much as one Divine amongſt them,, when they voted their Claim 
of Right: You have been wretchedly out all this while, in your Dif- 
putes with the Papitfts, tho you made a great noiſe with them (and 
they were too weak: for you.) theſe four or five Years by-zone. You 
have never hit upon the true Rule of Faith and Manners (ſhall I call 
it) or the Judg, the infallible Judg of Controverſies 3 that Honor was 
reſerved for the Scotch Laicks, they are the Men who have been the 
trueStudents of the Diſciplina Avcani, and have fallen upon the Knack ; 
The inclinations of the generality of the People (tho God knows 
what a Rule it would have made in our Saviours time) are the thing ; 
they are Rule or Judg, or whatever you pleafe to call them; and what 


' more would ye have? Lord what a Field has a Man here, if he pleaſ- 


ed.to be wanton ! But F muſt cut ſhort, and therefore-let me return 
to be ſerious: Why then, to tell you in a word, Sir, if I may fay it 


without giving the Lye to the Convention. 


There's not a falſer Propoſition in the World, than, that the In- 
clinations of the generality of the People of Scozland are againſt E- 
piſcopacy 3 or that they look upon it as a great and inſupportable Griey- 
ance and Trouble to the Nation: And let us have a Poll for it when 


- they will, and you ſhall quickly fce the Demonſtration :. If this does 


not fatisfic you, I have more yet to ſay. - 

I can affirm, with a well grounded affurance, that, if by the People 
you mean the Commonalty, the rnde, illiterate Vulgus, the third Man 
through the whole Kingdom. is not Presbyterian 3 and if by the Peo- 
ple, your mean thoſe who are Perſons of better Quality and Education 


_- (whole ſenſe in my opinion, ought- in all reafon, to go for the ſenſe 


of the Nation) I dare -boldly aver, not the 13th. For notwithſtand- 
ing all the Clamors that are made on that Head, *cis well known to 
all the Kingdom, that Fanaticiſm has -all along had little footing in + 
that far wider half of the-Kingdom, which lies on the North of the Tay. 
And tho the Party has been infinitely earneſt and aQive to encreaſe and 
multiply their-Numbers every where; yet in all that Country, they could 
never get above three or four Meeting-Houſes erected, and theſe too, 

very 
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very little frequented or encouraged. Nay,. even on this fide the Tay 


(except in the five aſſociated Shires in the Wei) the third Man was 
never ed in the Schiſm, -For convincing yow/ of this, ]'ll askno. 


* other Poſtulate, than what I ſappoſe you-and all confidering Mcn will 


readily grant, and, that-is, that Phanaticiſm is more apt to ipread and 
prevail in Towns than in the Country ; ſo that by them we may beſt - 
judg of the Numbers of the Party, It would -make an intolerable 
Work to go through all z let me only inſtance in ſome of them, 
where the Experiment has been remarkably made, not many Months 
2g03 and by theſe ye may judg of the reſt, 0 | 

At Perth (or S. fobnſftown) where now a Presbyterian Miniſter is 
moſt illegally. poſſefſed of the Church, the tenth man does not go+ to 
hear him, and particularly, not one of the Magiſtrates, tho they were 
elected by Poll. At Cowpar in Fife, the Presbyterian Preacher (now 
poſſeſſed of the Church ) ſometimes has not forty or fifty people in his 
Congregation, The great Body waits all upon the Regular ' Clzrgy, 
who have there got a Mecting-Houſe. *Tis much the fameat S. Andrews. 
At Sterling and Burnt-Iſland, the an pax} were likewiſe choſen by the 
Poll, but all Malignants, as they call them. At Sterling ( as lam old ) 
the Presbyterian Votes were not one to fix. At Burnt-Iſland they were © 
but one to three. *Tis true indeed, the Privy Council has turn'd out 
theſc Magiſtrates in both 'Towns, and put Presbyterians in their ſtead. 
Some admire how arbitrarily it was done:. but. I am only concerned for 
the Inclinations of the generality of the people. ' 

At Mwsſleburg more than eighteen of twenty parts have once and- 
again ( ſince their Paſtor was deprived ) ſupplicated the Council, that 
during the Vacancy, they might have Regular Clergy-Men to officiate 
amongft them. I could inftance alſo, in Damfermling, Dyſert, IWeems, 
Leith, Fedburgh, Kelſo, and many other places. Nay, | 
. Even in Edinburgh, the Churches whiere the Epiſcopal Clergy ( who 
have. complyed _) preach, are more thronged, - and better frequented, 
than the Churches uſurped by the Presbyterians :not-to- mention, that 
every Sunday there are tive or ſix ſeveral Meetings of Men, -wha are not 
very well pleaſed with cither Presbyterians, or complying Epilſcopalians. 
Shall I cell you further yet, what I am credibly told, concerning'even 
Glaſgow it ſelf? Lamtold, Sir, that even in that City, which has been 
ſo famous for: phanatick Zeal, and wherein on Chriltmaſs laſt, for a 
demonſtration of it, the Rabble (with the preſent Earl of Argyle on 
their Head) *burnt, with the Pope, our two Archbiſhops in cfhigicz am 
told, I ſay, that even in that City, the greater number*of Citizens of 
the beſt quality are of Epiſcopal MP | | 

| 2 
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_ far from being 
- Party beſtirred themſelves as_they might : neither yet would that bave - 
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Indced, -Fr, whatever number. of Fricods they. might have had a 
year or two ago, Iam confident this day. it is diminiſhed by a third ;. 
Fox befides that peoples eyes are now beginning to. = 3k and ſce. the in- 
conliſtency of their principles and practices, with the common. rules. of 
Nature, as well as Chriſtianity, they. are begjoning to have enough: of 


their cant, and to be weary of their Sermons. Ayd here: L cannor-for- 


bear to relate to'you a paſſage, which I had lately. from a very inge- 
nious Gentleman; he had had a converſation with, another Gentleman 
of :good Quality, and good Abilities, but who had: been cagaged by. his 
intereſt togo to the Presbyterian Aſſemblies 3, in their. convetſation they 
came 'to talk concerning the Presbyterjan Pxeachers,/ and' that Gentle- 
man £old:my Author, he had now. heard them. for two. months, or ſo; 
but he had obſerved; that he had never ſo much: as. heard one Criticiſm 


at the Explication of a- Text, never; one. Citation. out: of Father, Poet, 


or Philoſopher, never one paſſage either of: Civib or. Church Hiſtory, 
What ?' (replyed my Author ) 'is ſeems then ye get netbing. but pure 
Scripture, clean Goſpel 3 but tell me, do ye-.get any great. abundance.of gootlr 


\ ſenſe'?' To tell the truth ( he anſwered ) even 4. little of that. too. 4s any 
*Sec the man could wiſh, * But what needs more? They. themlel 
Poltſcript ning now to be ſenſibſe, that rhey are by far the ſmaller. party: and-if 


ves arc. begin- 


I pleaſed, I could-name a certain perſon, a Stateſman, who had a. great 
hand.in the late Revolation, and]has yet in the. preſent Goyernment, 
who corifeſſed lately to another cettain perfon, that now he. was.per- 
ſuaded ( tho he never believed it before ) that the Epiſcopal was-not on- 
ly by far the greater, but even the. better,part of. the Nation. - But aftcr 
all this; Sf] - 

Perhaps you may ſtart the Difficulty; How came. it then to-paſs, that 
that Article was put in the 'Chaim of Right, and the Presbyterian Party: 
prevailed fo far in the Convention and Parliament? I: could eaſily give 
youabundant fatisfaQion as tothat too z but it would nice Glen - 
duQion than Lam willing to fall upon atpreſent;. only in a word; when, 
the Members for the Convention were achuſing,' the Kingdom generally. 
was in a perfet confulion 3 vaſinumbers of people-there. were whole. 
Opinions would not allow them to. give any countenance to. the.then 
Franfactions, they having many ſcruples in their Heads concerning the 
Lawfulneſs of that whole proceduxe, On the,other hand, the Presby- 
cerians (fond-of the opportunity of getting a King depoſed; and. their. 
Diana ſet up) were infinitely diligent: So, many EleQions were very 
g what they would havebeey, had the Loyal and. Epiſcopal 


done the buſineſs, /in all probability z for even as EleRions pafſed, when: 
Poehr,? - 4: | the 
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the Members firlt convened at Edinburgh, had any Intereſt cſpouſed by - 
them becn ſubje&ed tro a Vote, Atfairs had: gone far- otherwiſe, than 
they did. But the Presbyterian Party foreſceing that, induftriouſly pro- 
j:ed delays, and protraQted time 3 and in the interim were infinitely 
vigilant to biaſs the Members; fo that beforecither the Forfeiture of the 
King, or that Article of the Claim of Right, I am now:concerned in, 
were voted, many of the Nobility, all the-Biſhops, and a great number 
of Barons and Burgcſfes had deſerted the Houſe ; and ,not a -few of. 
thoſe who ftayed, had ( what through fear, and weakneſs, and the: 
Lke infirmities } changed their.Principles, which their EleRors ſuppoſed 
were in them, and they brought'to Edinburgh with them. This is\the - - 
true way that” matters went: I could cafily give you an account of the-. 
Topicks were made ule of, for inveigling theſe Members who were im-- 
poled upon': It-was impoſſible the Proteſtant Religion could be other- 
wiſe ſecured/;, England was a wile Nation, they had (et the Crown on- 
King 'illiam's Head already 3 it Scotland ſhould difſent, it would win - 
the Nation 3. the: Engliſh were ſatisfied Presbytery ſhould be eſtabliſhed- 
here+z and: King William was carneft for it, ( which, to tell you by the 
by., I never or very hardly- could perſwade my (elf to believe) and a: 
great- many more to the ſame purpoſe: Theſe and ewenty things 
more I-could deduce morelargely, if it were needful z but my Paper is 
now-very near-ſpent, and'ſo you-muſt'content your ſelf with what you 
have gotat preſent. | 7s 

Thus, Sir, in two long Letters I have endeavoured, in part, t6 (a- 
tisfie+ you' concerning the preſent Eftate of the Scottiſh Clergy, If my 
Account-is-lame, it- is no wonder, for I am none of the moſt obſerving.. . 
men-in the-world and I 'was' obliged for very good Reaſons to forbear- 
conſulting others; and+ ule-only ſuch Materials as my own obſervation 
cold "afford me. But this I'can fay'over again; tho you have notall;. 
yet.you have nothing but Truth; and thoit be not well digeſted, jt-is as- 
well-as. I could , confidering my Conveniences: And fo I bid yow- 
heartily farewel : being, &c+ | | 
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I was once migded to have told you fully too, what bitter RefleRions 
our Presbyterians are daily. caſting upon your Church of England; how- 
they condemn her Clergy for deſerting the Principles of Paſfive-Obe- 
dience and Non-reliſtance, they were wont to gloxy ſo much in3 how- 
it is their-common talk, that har, cot loves. Epiſcopacy as ill in - 
England, as in Scotland, and-would 


content to have it away (they be« 
| | lieve,. 


F 


lieve, to-make way for the Dutch. Model ) if he could get it done; and 
twenty other ſach'Stories. Bur I believe, 'tis only their hatred to your 
Conltitution,: makes them talk ſo, Yet this is certain, we have here 
Keprinted'a Pamphlet, called the Ceremony-monger, and (as I am in- 
formed )) at the command of {ome great perſon. 


I am afraid, that poſſibly, I may have been injurious to the Privy 
Council, in giviog a partial account of cheir AR paſled on Chriſtmals 
Eve lali, For I find many people are of the opinion, that -it is not to 
be limited to the year 89, but may comprehend former years alſo, for 
which Reaſon, and becauſe in its Narrative, it brings fome further 
light ( tho it needed no more ) to what I had afferted concerning their 


being refuſed the proteRion of the Government, who were turned out . 


of their Churches by the Rabble, before the thirteenth of April, I have 
ſubjoined the Ae here word by word, as it ſtands in the Regiſter... And 
- is thus : | _ 

-' At Edingburgh, Decem. 24. 2689, The Lords of bs Majeſties- Privy 
Council. conſidering, that by the AG of the Meeting of the Eſtates of the Date 


the thirteenth of April laſt, there is a difference made betwixt the Miniſters - 
then in poſſeſſion and exerciſe of their  Miniſtery at their reſpefiive Churches, - 


and thoſe who were not ſo; and that the Caſe of the Miniſters who were not in 
the afinal exerciſe of their Miniſterial Fundion the thirteenth day of Aptil 
laſt by-paſt, lies yet under the conſideration of the Parliament; and Jeſt in 


the mean time they may call and purſue for the ſtipend alledged due to them, 


or put in exeeution the Decreets and Sentences already obtained at their in- 
ſtance, for the ſame, before the Eſtates_of Parliament can meet, and give 
their Determination as to that point. Therefore the ſaid Lords of. Privy 
© Comncil, finding that the Caſe foreſaid, depending before the Parliament, is 
ot obvious to be cognoſced, and decided upon by the inferior Fudges, but that 
the ſamine ſhould be left intire to the Deciſion of the Parliament, bave thought 


fit to ſignifie to all inferior Courts and Miniſters of the Law, that the Matter 


#byve-mentioned is depending before the Parliament :-To- the effed they may 
regulate and govern themſelves in the Judging of all Proceſſes to be intented 
before them, upon the ſaid Maiter, or in executing Sentences already pro- 
nounced thereupon as they will be anſwerable. | 


Sic ſubſcribitur, 


Crafurd ] P. D, S. lon. 


® 


I have juſt now ( after my Sheet was ended ) learned a Paſſage, which 


is put for the confirmation of that which has a Croſs at it, and on the 
| Margin, 


x 


l 


_ — 


4 Margin refers to the Poſtſcript. | It is that a Presbyterian Miniſter irs 
Edinburgh confeſſed (with regrate) to a Gentleman, this fame very 


Week, that within this half year by-gone their Party has loſt- a great 
many thouſands; ?tis true, hecalled them go, but I muſt beg his pardon: 
for I doubt if they could ever reckon, by ſo great numbers, in the whole 
Kingdom ( I fill except the hive Weſtern Shires, where yet there's as 
little Religion, as 'in any part of Chriſtendom. J © He (aid further, 
That tho Patronages were a great Corruption, and the Church would 
never be well conſiitute,. till they were aboliſhed, and popular EleQions: 
advanced in their ſfteadz yet they are not inclined, that that matter 
ſhould be determined the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament, becauſe they 
find as the preſent Inclinations-of the generality of the People go; were 
the ſettling of Miniſters referred to popular EleQions, they would 
chuſc all either Cameronians, or of Prelatical Principles: I ſuppoſe his - 
Meaning was, in the often mentioned tive Weſtern Shires, Cameronians 
would be choſen, .and Epiſcopal Clergy-men through the 'rcſt of the 
Kingdom generally. By this ye may judge, whether Thad reaſon to ſay, 
m their Party is very much diminiſhed, and themſelves are very ſenſible 
of it- 


The Fourth LET TE R. 


Edinb. Fan. 11. 1690. 


SIR, | 
Wiſh you a good New Year: When-I parted with you lately at 
Loudon, I found your Tenderneſs and Compaſhot enclin'd yau to 

lament the ſad condition of our Church, and 'I remember you order- 
ed me then to let you know whether the Truth of things would ju- 
ſtifie the Reports that went current there, of te Sufferings of the Cler-" 
gy3 I found that the half was not told you then of what is com- 
monly known in this place. No Hiflory can parallel the tragical 
Diſaſters the Clergy have met with fince the beginning of this Re-- 
volution; it is very ſurpriſing, the preſent Governours ſhould make 
it their buſineſs to ſacrifice the Epiſcopal Clergy (by Law eſtabliſhed )- © 
to the Fary and blind Rage of an oppolite FaQion 5 + Strangers will: 
wonder at it, -and it is not calily accountable what can be the Politic. 
to imbitter ſo conſiderable a Body. It is ſhameful for the Judges 'to- 
be ſo- partial,* as plainly and openly to avow, they do not _ 
ener 
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their "Obtdlence; but "their Ruin. To give you a panticular account 


- of the Diſgraces and Aﬀeronts- put upon the Cltrgy fince the-begin- - 


*ning of 1689. would fill-a Volume : How they have beer) dfriver-ijv the 
midft of Winter, with their Wives and tender Children, froth their 
Houſes and Reſiderce :- Nor is this to be imprited fo rtuch to the 
barbarous Exccutioners, as to the bloody and enthufiaſtick Company 
that inſpir'd them. There is no ſafety for fome Men, but in the unl- 
- -werſal Shipwreck- of Church and State z the ſhaking of the Nation was 
- ſo terrible, that all the Scum got uppermoſi,” our State and owur Church 
were at once levelled with the Earth, and the Protcſtant Religion 
lofi its former Hgnification (when we underſtood by it unnilx*d Chri- 
_ Rianity free from! Superſtition and Enthuſiafmy and now it is no more 
than every mans fantaflic humor, new Models of Goverrimente, and a 
liberty to pull down the things that are moſt ancient and moſt (a- 
 . cred; "Will not the Proteſtants in England wonder, that forne of our 
Miniſters have been deprived for not reading a Proclamation for a 
Faſt; the Narrative whercof implyed' no lefs, than chat the Epiſcopal 
-Clergy were deftitute of the affiftance of God's Spirit in the. exer- 
. ciſe of their Minifiry: You may fee the Paper when you pleaſe, and 
I believe a: coarſer you never ſaw in print. Not to mention here, 
that-the Art of alt Mankint cont nor make Senfe” of a certain Pa- 
'ragraph 'in it. | And is it not as odd, that when they were ſifted 
before the Council, they: were not fo muchas once asked, 'why. they 
.did not read that extraordinary Paper, concerning the late King ; 
nor whether they will comply with the preſent Government Pr 


the time to come. 1 know, if this Paper be ſeen abroad, their Im- 


-pudence will contradi& it, but a matter of Fac ſo pockly known, 
defies Calumny: it ſelf. I' have ſpoke with many of the Clergy here, 


.and with a great many of- the Laityz and' I'neyer heard of anything |} 
more bitter and perſecuting, How unworthily the Miriifters of Edin- - 


| burgb particularly have been treated in this Aﬀair, che World may 
jadg by this:'one inſtance, The” ſaid Paper paſs'd- in the' Convention 
of the Eſtates upon Friday, it comes from" the Preſs late at Sarur- 


day, and the Miniſters within the City upon half an hours advertiſe-- 


ment on' Sinday Morning were etjoyned (to read it, under pain of Dc- 


privation. I. remiember'you once blamed the Clergy for not* Addref. 


 fivg the preſent Court/for ProteRion : They made their” Application 
from the beginning; but 'to'rio. purpoſe, tho 'they' were furnifſh'd with 


all neceffary -Eviderice-of theiy bad Uſage. You know that Presbytery - 


is:to be eſtabliſhed here by the'next'Seſſion-of Parliament ; . and you 
know that the Kew Inguilition: is not half ſo rigid as that will be 


when 
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| . when they are once in the Saddle:- To what purpoſe then ſhould they 


beat the Air, when their Ruin is thought by: many 'to be apart of 
. the Bargain.  Therc is nothing; ſo inconſiſtent with Presbytery, as To- 
lexation of any that differ from them-in the leaſt Iota : It is true, they 
are againſt the Apoſtolick Dotrin of Non-Refjtanee, but they - will nor 
be reliſted themſelves. And fince the Epiſcopal Clergy here know they 
are given up as a Prey to their Enemics Teeth, they had rather fit fi- 
lent under their- Malleur, than. firuggle with the Stream when it is (o- 
, violent and impetuous. The preſent Faction endeavour by all” Art 


and Jnduſiry, to. peiſwade King William, -that the Flower and Mul- 


titude of the Nation is for Presbytery: It-were an ecafie thing for him 
to pat this to the tryal. Let the WYeſt-Country People, who are (o 
brave and generous in tearing Miniſters Gowns, reduce the Highlanders 
now in Arms for King Famer, and then let ic be granted, that they 
are the Men they pretend -to be: And unleſs they are'able to-do 
this, we muſt judge of them as a clamorous and inconfiderable FaQion, 


. .. Whoſe Nature it is, to croſs and refift every Creature that's but call- 


ed a King. And it is very wonderful, that all the Civil Magiſtrates 
- in Chriſtendom: do not baniſh that Supremacy of the Kirk from of 
the Earth, being equally ſubverſive of all Republicks, as it is indeed 
inconfiſtent with Monarchy. The Proteſtants in the beginning of 
the Reformation, thought they did Chriſtendom good Service, when 
they diſcovered and expoſed: the Tyranny of- the Popiſh Supremacy 
over Chiiltian Magiſtrates 3 but.the very ſame Do&rin of Rome is here 
hugg'd, as the great Palladium of the Proteſtant Religion. And to 
be (hort, let them ſwear Allegiance to all the Kings in Chriſtendom, 
it muſt be in ſubordination to this- great Article, that all Perſons 
and Councils muſt fizike Sail to omnipotent Presbyteryz they arc 
taugkt by their hopes of Heaven, to reliſt the King, when he either 
counteraRs or contradicts the Deciſtons of- the General Aﬀembly, 
which general Aſſembly may and ought to meet when and where 
they pleaſe, without or againſt the King's expreſs Will : -Theſe arc 
not imaginary Conſequences faſten'd on them and their Do@rin: by - 

Art and ill Nature 3 . but the plain Hiſtory of what they have-done 
here, and by their Principles are obliged fiill-to do. A Liberty to 
tyrannize over all not of their ſtamp is the 1dol they adore ; the Kirk 
Supremacy is by fa. mach the more *miſchievous, by how much ic - 

is moxe inquiſitive, precipitate, and confuſed than-the pretended © 


Authority of the Biſhop of Rome 3 'but I have digrefſed too far. If 

the Diſaſters under which the Clergy groan, were confined to- what + 
they have ſuffer'd in their own Nation, it may - they - would” endure 
; | if 
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- i with greater "patience. Bot when the. FaQtion Have” hired ſome 
__ *. Feurxilous'Scriblers to defame them "abroad by weekly Libels, © it can- 
not bitt excite Indignation and Pity. There appear'd a Pamphlet'late- | 
ly called Plain Dealings ib the Author had been 'conliderable for any 
thing, he might be fufficiently expoſed for his -Lyes;- but being but 
newly pat upon writing of Books, -he muſt be cxcufcd, if he cannot 
- otherwiſe ſupport the FaEtion, but by Calumny 4 when he is more 
expert, he will defer them with. plauſible and artificial-Stories: Tt 
is not worth your while to go thorough the ſeveral Inconfiſtences and 
whinitrg Impertinences that are in that Pamphlee. It is' enough to 
glance at one, by which you may gueſs at the man's Jmpudence, vis. 
- That in the Parliament 1685, all the Biſhops, except Three, were for 
repealing the Penal Laws agzinſt the Papiſts, when it is known. to 
th: whole Nation, that all of them almoſt were determined to Vote 
, againſt-the repealing of thoſe Laws, jt ever that Aﬀeir was'offer'd in 
Parliament : And fuch-of them. as might be thonght to favor the de- 
_—_ repealing thoſe Laws; did fincerely judg their Mcthod- in their 
Circumſtances at that time, -to be the beſt Fence and Shelter againſt 
Popery, and all their Coriceſhons did not amount to Min beer F agel's 
famous Letter, which contained the Sentiments of the preſent Court. 
When the Faction had-ruined the Clergy at home, they were afraid 
_ "they might be-pitycd abroad 3 and to juſtifie their Sacriledy and Vil- 
' lany, | they endeavour to cover them all under Libels ard InveRives, 
and repreſent them to other Nations, as vitious and Iliterate. | For 
the information of Strangers, I will confider both parts of the Accu- 
fation 3 firft, as to the Immoralities alledged againſt the Clergy, there 
cannot be a more-atrocious and ſpiteful Calumny : It is not poflible 
for them to convince credulous Strangers by an open, fair, and'vi- 
 fible Tryal, that this. is a Lye; for they have no Fence againſt the 
-- Malice-and Adivity: of their Enemies, but ' their Patience and their 
Prayers 3 if thcir learned and compatſionate Brethren in England. would 
initerpoſe ſo far. with the prefent Court, as to have this Aﬀajr cx- 
athined bcfore avy impartial Judicature; then fach as were found 
puiley, ſhould be depriv'd of the Honor of the Pricfthood, and not 
ſuffered to continue Stumbling-Blocks to the People 3 but let me ac- 
aint you - p'ainly, that there ſhall never be ſuch a Judicatory ere- 
&d, and that! it is not the Method of their Enemies, to have things 
fairly and calmly enquired*into : And therefore the Clergy beſeeches 
all generous Strangcrs to ſtop their Ears againſt ſuch wicked and in- 
&cfitigable Calumniators. They give their Enemies open and pub- 
lick defance upon this Headz it is' enough that” they are banihed, . 
rifled, 
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" rifled, and plundered in the moſt ſavage, manner; eho-they be noe- _ - 


robb'd of, the Compallion of Strangers. -1t js true, that-in the. Re- 


” cords'of Counctl, Gem fn the deprived Clergy, there is.a Column . © 
* containing Immoralities: 


lled againſt ſome of "them, /but it's. as 


true, that tho' they are. recorded (to make "the World believe them 


guilty.) 'yer they were never examined fairly 3.” the- Artifice ',of their - 


Enemies is mean, as it is wicked firſt, to invent Calumnies and- 
Slanders, arid+/then leave them uncxamined, boldly to vent them. a- 
mongft Strangers, whenthey had not the Conkidence- at home to give 
one inftance. of ſuch Immioralities among ſo many Hundreds that- 


* have been deprived. ” How cafily' and how ſadly might they recrimi- 


nate upon this Head 3. but that's not fo pleaſant in-it (elf, nor will 


_ it ſerve the deſigns of Chriſtianity : But ſhortly. there ſhall be a more 


fall, free, and particular Anſwer given to thoſe ſcandalous Reports, 
in a Treatiſe ready for -the Preſs. The Perſecutions of the Clergy 
here are beyond any parallel, I cannot-forbear to give. you one in- 
ance of it, Mr. Fohn Mowbray, - Miniſter of Stracbbrock, &d 
with the preſent Government in all its ſteps (a place not above Eight 
Mites from Edinburgh) 'yet upon the 12th of Fly 1689. a 'Compa- 
ny of Fanaticks who were ſufficiently taught how to behave themſelves, 
entered his Houſe in a hoſtile manner, -tore his Gown, thieatned his 
Life, beat his Daughter, and frighted his Wife to death 3-when their 
Fury was a little over, he,ventur'd once 'again ' to- officiate; but my 
Lord Cardroſs, Patron of the (aid Church, 'and one. of the Privy- 
Council, .cauſed lock the Church Doors, and ent his Minilter'a-pack- 
ing, tho he defies the ſevereft_Tryal for 'Life' or Dodrin 3; aod- all' 
this for no other reaſon, but becaufe he had Epiſcopal Ordination; 
for my Lord's Confcience did not allow hin: to hear any ſuch. 

As to the other *Accuſation' of their being Ignorant, I would glad- 
ly know, who are theſe learned Gentlemen among. the Scotch: Presby- 
terians that found them 19 after Tryal; this is a thing- they dare 


not ſo much as whiſper at home, except it be among(t -thoſe -good 
* Women. that (ell Tripes at the Cow-Gate, There could not be-any 


thing thought on more - comfortable to- the Clergy here,* than that 
there were ſome” learned and grave Englif Church?Men ent; hither 
to' enquire into the Literature and Suffciencies of both-the contend- 
ing Parties. But this Propoſal will never. be heard, it's  cnaughthar 
they are once run down with Clamor, Violence, and Noifez But-+it 
is no part of their buſineſs to have things pat-to « fair, ſerious, 
and open Tryal, they dare not attempt it, -and* therefore 1 allow-you 
to defie the Accuſgrs of the Clergy upon this Head, alſo, and to cor 
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rvirice, Strangers how imp le this Calumny uſt" be, let. therscon 
fitter how much the oppreſſed/Clergy was and is favored by the ho- 


© -norable and 4eamed Society of the College, of Suſtice, who arg the | 


bet Judges io "this Caſc..” The Blaſphcmies and Fooleries that are 


EI -- ** hear at preſent fromthe Pulpits Edinburgh, make up the Enter- 


tainment of moſt- Companies, "they diſcourſe of the Myſteries -of Chri-- 


RNianity-ſo coaifly ard 'fatniliarly; as they do of the meaneſ} and vilet © 


M- things 4n Nature. Butit iS.not poſſible that the regular Cler .Can 


-be ſo ignorant as theix Enemies repreſent-thern : For: the ſteps of their 
'Fryal -are yarious-apd difficult, before they are allowed to preach in / 


-publick: ;&nd>wizgn' they are preſented to a Church, they undergo 


che ſame Feyals.-over, again in Theology, Languages, and Preaching. 
1--never; beard thar-the- Presbyterian. Genius was very fond of too. 
xvuch Leatging;!.cipecially among the Scatch Cameronians, a/kind of 


. People” (67 wed: to their own peculiar and . nonſenſical Whimlſics, 


that they are-now-become Aontipods to Mankind in their Language, 
Behavior, Morals, -and Tatelle&uals: There cannot be any thing ima- 
gined mote fantaſtically. fooliſh than the Education of their Preachers, 
awhen they have ſo'much-Latin as to underſtand a Dutch. Syſicm, they 
are thought profound, and: more lcarned than is necefſary, and very 
few. of theim arrive at this, -Lately one of them who had ſpent much 
.of his time: in {cling Battur and Cheeſe, would turn a. Miniſters. and 
being, asked; if he underſtood Greek: agd* Latin, anſwered No, he 
could read * the<Engliſh” Bible, and that” was enough. It is the ſad- 
.dcſt Opprefſion to be run down with/Clamor, and no probability of 


* being keard :- But let the:Enemies of the Clergy remember-the Jewiſh 


Proverb, That be that-pulleth- a Szone out of the Temple, ere it be long 


© the Duſt will fly. in bis Eyes. The Ruin and Dilgrace of ſo rhany 


Clergy-Men, 'one would think,/cannot be a good Foundation for a new 
Goyerpment. But this is not all, when the Clergy are thruſt from 
their Houſes end; Livelih6ods. - It ſeems there is a further deſign to 
-Karve- them, .as appears by a-late At of Council promoted by . the 
Presbyterian Party, diſcharging all Judges within the Nation, to pals 
Sentence-in favors of the Clergy for the by-gone Tythes yet unpaid 
and due to the Epiſcopal Minifters, until the Parliament take that Af- 
fairinto their conſideration, I have ſent herewith a Double of that 
&. make-what' uſe of it you pleaſe: I do not encline it"ſhould be 


printed Ctho-this ſhould) for that would: refle- too much upon the 


Honor of our Nation. What to do with either, I cannot adviſe you 
At this difiance, Farewel, | 


/. c : ; 


